Barbara A. (Wood) Anger
September 11, 1937 - May 27, 2019

WORCESTER/HOLDEN – Barbara A. (Wood) Anger, beloved mother of Kimberly N.
Ferguson, State Representative, passed away peacefully on Monday, May 27, 2019 at the
Oakdale Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing Center in West Boylston after a long battle
with dementia. Born and raised in Worcester, she was a daughter of the late Herbert and
Mary (Handfield) Wood. She was predeceased by her husband, Ernest L. Anger, Jr. who
passed away in 1990.
Soon after graduating from Classical High School, Barbara began working in the loan
department at Mechanics Savings Bank in Worcester. She went on to become a teacher’s
assistant at West Tatnuck Elementary School for many years where she would not only
nurture the children in her care, but where she would form many wonderful lifelong
friendships, especially with her friend, Liz.
In the early 1980’s Barbara and Ernest moved to the home they loved in West Yarmouth
and she then worked at the Country Day School in Yarmouthport. In her spare time,
Barbara could often be found knitting and gardening or at the beach.
Several years after Ernest passed away, Barbara relocated to Holden to be close to her
family. She could often be found at her grandson Brian’s sporting and school events. She
became an active member of the Holden Senior Center and was a Council on Aging
Board Member from 2006 to 2012. She was the Volunteer of the Year Honoree in 2004
and in 2011 she received the Lifetime Achievement Award. She taught arts and crafts
classes at the Senior Center and was the Chairman of the Annual Craft Fair for over a
decade. She delivered Meals on Wheels and participated in the Pen Pal Program for
many years. Barbara often filled in as office receptionist whenever needed and
volunteered for mailing of the monthly newsletter. She created and oversaw the gift cart
and its merchandise and always volunteered at all of the large events held by the Senior
Center.
The family would like to express their appreciation to the Oriol family and the staff,
especially Karen, at the Oakdale Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing Center for the kind
and compassionate care they provided to Barbara during her illness.

Although Barbara was a very active and social person, first and foremost was the love she
had for her family. She will be lovingly missed and remembered by her daughter; Kimberly
N. Ferguson of Holden and her partner, Jay Barrows of Mansfield; her brother, John H.
Wood and his wife, Mary of Wayland; and her sister, Mary Ryan and her husband, Howard
of Holden. In addition, she leaves her grandson, Brian Ferguson of Holden; and many
nieces and nephews – Jaimie, Anthony, Michelle, Tamasine, Christopher and Anne Mary
and their families, as well as her grandnephew Jack.
Funeral arrangements are private and under the care of Miles Funeral Home, 1158 Main
Street, Holden. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the Holden Senior
Center, 1130 Main Street, Holden, MA 01520.
To share a memory or offer a condolence please visit "The Tribute Wall."

Comments

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Barbara A. (Wood)
Anger.

June 04 at 12:11 PM

“

My Dear Kim,
I was so saddened to hear of your mother’s passing. She was a wonderful person
who I admired and respected. Thinking back to those days when you and Angie were
in grammar school and those dance classes and recitals. Those were some fun
times and memories.
Please know that my thoughts and prayers are with you and your family at this very
difficult time.
Muriel Ventres

Muriel Ventres - June 02 at 10:01 AM

“

Dear Kim, we are so sorry to read of your mom’s passing. May happy memories
sustain you through the difficult days ahead. Your mother lives on in you and your
son, always.
With our sympathy and prayers.
The Cyganski Family

Janet Cyganski - May 30 at 11:30 AM

“

Kim ,I send loving hugs of comfort during these days of great loss.
I remember your mother as being such a warm , caring and very social presence to
all she touched in life. I ALWAYS enjoyed our chats.
May you treasure the happy memories .
Peaceful blessings,
Martha

Martha Liddy - May 30 at 08:52 AM

“

Kim, my deepest sympathy on the passing of your mother. I remember her from from
WSU graduation. She was a wonderful person and mother and was so proud of you.
Maryann Power

maryann Power - May 30 at 08:44 AM

