David I. Turner
August 5, 1954 - July 5, 2020

HOLDEN – David I. Turner, 65, passed away unexpectedly at home on Sunday, July 5,
2020. He was born in Neptune, NJ, the son of Edward H. and Kathleen P. (Irwin) Turner
and had lived in New Jersey before moving to Holden three years ago.
David grew up in Rumson, NJ, graduating from Rumson-Fair Haven Regional High
School. He then earned his bachelor’s degree in art history from Harvard College and later
earned his MBA from Columbia University, under the Knight-Bagehot Fellowship in
Business and Financial Journalism. He was a journalist for many years, working at the
Philadelphia Inquirer, the Saudi Gazette, the Daily Register, Red Bank, NJ, and the
Vanguard Group.
David leaves his sister, Ann Paterno of Holden, his sister Elizabeth LaVergne and her
husband, Gil of Holden; his brother, Edward Turner, Jr. of San Francisco; his niece, Emily
Spenski, her husband Chris, and his great nephew and niece, Grayson and Paige Spenski
of Pembroke, NH.
At David’s request, all services are private and will be held at the convenience of the
family. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the activity fund at
Holden Rehab and Nursing Center, 32 Mayo Drive, Holden, MA 01520. Arrangements are
under the care of the Miles Funeral Home, 1158 Main Street, Holden.
To share a memory or offer an online condolence, please visit the "Tribute Wall" on this
page.

Comments

“

I was also a Knight-Bagehot fellow with Dave in the early 1990s. He was sharp, very
funny and an all-around great guy -- he made the nine-month program better just by
his presence. I am very sorry to hear of his death. Condolences to his family.
-- Mike Hughlett

Mike Hughlett - July 22, 2020 at 10:49 AM

“

I am so, so sorry to hear this. Dave was such a kind colleague, he knew so much
and was so unassuming. I will miss his bemused, understated observations. I knew
him at the Inquirer, as Bagehots, and later when we both wound up connected to the
fund industry.
Cynthia Mayer

Cynthia Mayer - July 21, 2020 at 09:28 PM

“

I was a Knight-Bagebot Fellow with Dave back in the 1990s. He was smart as a whip
and had a wicked sense of humor. I’m deeply sorry to hear of his passing away.
Maeve

Maeve DuVally - July 21, 2020 at 07:50 PM

“

So sorry. A good, kind and intelligent man with a sharp sense of humor. I was lucky
to be his friend.

Steve Cronin - July 21, 2020 at 06:08 PM

“

To my eye, Dave enjoyed journalism. He enjoyed observing people, and writing
about them. We were reporters together on the Daily Register, in the late 1970's. In a
sense, I owed my job to him: because, he was a success as a reporter coming from
a well educated non-journalism major backround, the editors at the Register thought
that I, with a similar background, might make it too. I had the time of my life. So,
thank you, Dave, Max, Tinker, Art, and the rest of the pack.

Mark Graven - July 21, 2020 at 05:22 PM

“

David was a smart, funny, talented and caring colleague. Wishing his family peace.

Linda Austin - July 20, 2020 at 04:02 PM

“

Dave was a good friend when we both worked at The Inquirer. My condolences to all
who were blessed to know this funny and gentle man.

Barbara Mathews-Bowen - July 19, 2020 at 12:59 PM

“

A cherished and admired colleague and a gentle man who nourished his friendships
even at a distance. What a loss. Gone unbelievably too soon.

Porus Cooper - July 19, 2020 at 12:55 PM

“

So sad to hear. I worked with Dave in Philadelphia and AC. A nice and smart
journalist. Condolences to his family.

Neill Borowski - July 19, 2020 at 08:50 AM

“

So sorry to hear this. I had been wondering why Dave seemed to have disappeared
from Facebook around the end of May. My condolences.

Susan Caba - July 18, 2020 at 08:44 PM

“

We three kings of Orient are trying to smoke a rubber cigar. It was loaded, it
exploded.
We two kings of Orient are ....
Cousin Larry

Lawrence Strickland - July 16, 2020 at 08:47 PM

“

I am fortunate to have met a distant cousin. I was nice to have spent some time with
Beth and Dave at a few church suppers. My deepest sympathies and prayers for
Dave's family. Sue Sleeper

Susan Sleeper - July 13, 2020 at 04:27 PM

“

Dear Ed and family,
Diane and I are very sad to learn of your loss. We have not been able to contact you
for several years a special wonder if you have our new email, though we still live in
the same house. We hope that the pain of losing your brother will soon be replaced
with fond memories of your years together. May his memory be eternal. God bless.
Reon and Diane Swaim

Reon and Diane Swaim - July 10, 2020 at 11:07 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Dave’s death, so sudden and so young. I am a former colleague of his
from The Inquirer, where he was a quiet exemplar of solid journalism and thoughtful
reporting
— Tom Ferrick
Tom Ferrick - July 19, 2020 at 10:37 AM

“

Saddened to learn of Dave's death. He was a talented journalist and a dear friend of his
Inquirer colleagues. My condolences to his family.
Gene Foreman - July 20, 2020 at 11:03 AM

“

Dave and I were talking about a story I was writing about squirrel infestation. "New Jersey
has a law that prevents exterminators from killing squirrels," he said. "When I was a kid, we
had squirrels in our attic, and my parents kept calling exterminators to get rid of them. Each
time, they were told that the law protected squirrels. Finally, an exterminator shows up,
comes down from the attic and announces 'You have rodents,' and by the end of the day,
the squirrels had disappeared." He talked me into writing about real estate in 1987 when he
was the editor, and long after we both left The Inquirer, I'd get a FB message from him
periodically that would make me laugh.till I hurt. My deepest sympathies. He was one in a
million.
Al Heavens
Alan J Heavens - July 20, 2020 at 09:59 PM

