Edmund "Slim" Wronski
January 4, 1920 - October 17, 2020

Edmund (Slim) Wronski, 100, Sterling passed away on October 17, 2020 at his home,
accompanied by his daughter Jean, granddaughter Emily and caregiver/companion
Liberty Benson.
He leaves his daughter Jean Thomas of Sterling; sons Richard Wronski (wife Michele) of
Barre, Joseph Wronski of Worcester; and seven grandchildren, Joanna Thomas, Eric
Thomas, Emily Rainford, Martha McFarland, Petr Wronski, Evan Wronski, and Murielle
Boyea. He also leaves eight great grandchildren.
He was predeceased by his wife Helen (Wiinikainen) Wronski who died in 1993, son-inlaw Michael Thomas, four brothers Harold, Chester, Myron, and Edwin. Born to Polish
immigrants Joseph and Salomea (Nosel) Wronski at the family farm, which is now
Stillwater Farm of Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation.
Edmund worked at the family farm. A shoulder injury prevented him from joining the
service and he was a factory worker in Fitchburg. After he married his beloved wife Helen,
he worked at Crompton and Knowles in Worcester as a machinist, then as a laborer for
the Sterling DPW water department. He was an avid fisherman at local ponds and
streams, especially the Stillwater River, behind his house, where he often landed supper
for the family. His hand tied fishing flies and rods and his knowledge of creating them were
shared by many local sportsmen.
A member of St Richards of Chichester Church in Sterling, he will always be remembered
as Johnny Appleseed in his three cornered hat, ruffled shirt, and knee-high socks, handing
out lollipops at the Apple Fiesta.
After retiring, he learned wood carving. He taught bird carving in Holden and he was a
member of Central Mass Carvers Club in Fitchburg. His love for birds and wildlife was
expressed by the many bluebird and duck houses he made and put up around the
Stillwater Farm.

Due to the current pandemic, the funeral service was limited to immediate family at St.
Richards of Chichester in Sterling, and interment was at Hillside Cemetery in Sterling on
Thursday, October 22. Donations in his name can be made to the National Audubon
Society. <https://www.audubon.org/how-to-help>
To share a memory or to offer an online condolence, please visit the "Tribute Wall" on this
page.

Cemetery
Hillside Cemetery
Clinton Road, Rt. 62
Sterling, MA,

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Miles Funeral Home - October 26, 2020 at 02:17 PM

“

Several years ago, while staying at theSkilled Nursing Facility where I work, Slim
would wheel down to the rehab offices and bring treats to my dog "Pedro" daily.
Once home I would bring Pedro by to visit Slim there as well, and Pedro was always
greeted with more treats and lots of pets. Slim you will be missed! Felice

Felice - November 14, 2020 at 08:53 PM

“

Condolences to Jean, Richard and Joe. He was a great man and spoiled the kids he
let swim from his beach. . He will be greatly missed.

Kathy Kush Warner - October 25, 2020 at 11:38 AM

“

On the 17th of October, a very special man passed away. His name was Edmund
"Slim" Wronski and he was 100 years old. I was blessed to have the opportunity to
live next door to him in Sterling, MA for three years from 2000-2003. I moved to cold,
dreary MA from sunny San Diego CA in October and I was so depressed. But when
the Marine Corps says you have to move, you move. When we arrived at our new
house in Sterling, I quickly realized that I only had one neighbor and he was in his
80's and I was in my early 20s at the time. Little did I know that my new neighbor,
known as "Slim" would become a pillar in my life until this day, 17 years after I moved
away. "Slim" was there for me on September 11th, 2001, he helped me tie yellow
ribbons on my fence when my husband went away, I went to his house everyday
during the year that Ron was gone to drink tea and listen to his stories and
anecdotes. He taught me to make Finnish Nisu bread and that ginger tincture cures
all. I watched him tie handmade fishing lures and listened to his hunting stories and
learned how he built his house by hand with his wife Helen who passed years before.
I was blessed beyond belief to have Slim as my neighbor to keep me company
during Ron's absence.
Then winter arrived and I'll never forget how hard it was to shovel the snow by
myself, but Slim Wronski, came over everyday to shovel and snow blow not just my
driveway but also a path around the house for Hammah, my dear shortlegged
bulldog, so Ham could go outside even though the snow towered over him.
I have traveled as much as possible; Asia, Europe, North America and Central
America where I live now. But I never learned as much in my global travels, as I
learned from Slim Wronski while sitting in his kitchen overlooking the Stillwater River
in Sterling, MA, USA.
I'm so sad that Slim has passed but his 100 years here were well spent. These are
pictures of our house in the snow and how my 80+year old neighbor shoveled a path
so that my dog, Hammah could relieve himself.
I have so many pictures of Slim wih Ron raising the flag pole in the front yard or just
relaxing in together in the backyard as the river rolled on by. But I cannot bring
myself to post any of these pictures because I hold them so close to my heart that
posting pictures of him on the internet can't possibly do him justice. Rest in peace, fly
high and say hi to Helen for Ron and I!!!!

Brooke Couture - October 24, 2020 at 02:46 PM

“

Condolences to the Wronski tribe , Jean , Richard , Joe , et al , from the Kemp boys
of Worcester rd Princeton , Rick , Jeff and Brian . Always enjoyed and have many
great memories of visiting Jean , Helen and ' Slim ' and appreciated his great fishin
stories . Quite the character with a jovial laugh to boot . With Respect ,
Rickkempme.com

Rick Kemp - October 24, 2020 at 11:41 AM

“

I had the privilege to live in the house on the corner in front of Slim for three years. In
those three years, I learned more than I ever imagined was possible. To this day 17
years later, I still have a bag full of shredded ginger in my freezer that he gave me so
I could make ginger tincture for my afternoon tea. And I still make Nisu bread. Slim
was a legend in my eyes back then and will always be. I'm so blessed to have known
him and his incredible family as well, for those short three years that I lived across
the street

Brooke Couture - October 24, 2020 at 10:41 AM

“

Jean, Richard and Joe,
Sorry for your loss. Slim was a great man. One that would carry on great
conversations with someone that would listen. Knew him though the town and West
Sterling Community Club along with Helen. He will be missed.
Linda Hasselmann

Linda S Hasselmann - October 23, 2020 at 08:57 PM

“

Slim and Helen Wronski were founding members of Saint Richard's church in
Sterling. They were warm and engaging and the very essence of the warm one
receives from folks in a small New England town. To Jean and the entire Wronski
family - you are in my thoughts. Your parents represent two lives wonderfully lived --that is a blessing.

John D Kristoff - October 23, 2020 at 09:24 AM

