Gary J. Leanna
August 16, 1968 - February 27, 2019

HOLDEN – Gary J. Leanna, 50, a loving father, son and brother, passed away peacefully
at home on Wednesday, February 27, 2019. Born in Worcester and raised in Rutland,
Gary was the son of Gary W. and Sandra M. (Rocheford) Leanna and lived the last 18
years in Holden.
He was a 1986 graduate of Wachusett Regional High School in Holden. Gary held a
bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering from the University of Massachusetts in
Amherst and a master’s degree in biomedical engineering from Worcester Polytechnic
Institute. He worked as a fellow research and development engineer at Boston Scientific in
Marlborough for the last 22 years. Gary’s research in biomedicine has saved countless
lives. He was granted many patents by the USPTO including a rapid exchange external
stent delivery system, an apparatus for loading and delivering a stent, devices and
methods for treating a lung, just to name a few, and has even more patents pending.
Gary was known for his quick wit. He was adventurous and had a wide variety of interests.
He ran Spartan races, was an avid Tom Brady/Patriots fan, played on a hurling team,
traveled extensively and loved geocaching. He was always engaged in a project or two,
from homemade slip-n-slides to constructing his pool deck, painting to building
Nanoblocks. He loved animals and always had a house full…cats, guinea pigs and even
bearded dragons. First and foremost, Gary loved spending time with his daughters. Some
of their fondest memories spent with dad are of traveling all over the map to waterparks
and building a treehouse in their backyard.
Besides his parents, Gary and Sandra of Rutland, Gary will be affectionately remembered
and missed by his two beloved daughters, Kyra M. and Piper B. Leanna both of Holden;
his brother, Dean M. Leanna and his wife, Kimberly and their daughter, Sydney all of
Sturbridge; his former wife, Shelley A. (Desroches) Baker of Holden; and many aunts,
uncles, cousins and friends.
Relatives and friends are invited to visit with Gary’s family from 5 to 8 pm on Tuesday,

March 5th, at Miles Funeral Home, 1158 Main St., Holden. A funeral service honoring and
celebrating his life will be held at 11 am on Wednesday, March 6th, at the funeral home.
Interment will follow at Kizer Cemetery in Northborough. In lieu of flowers, memorial
donations may be made to the Worcester Animal Rescue League, 139 Holden St.,
Worcester, MA 01606. To share a memory or offer a condolence, please visit the "Tribute
Wall" on this page.

Events
MAR
5

Visitation

05:00PM - 08:00PM

Miles Funeral Home
1158 Main Street (Rte. 122A), Holden, MA, US, 01520

MAR
6

Funeral Service

11:00AM

Miles Funeral Home
1158 Main Street (Rte. 122A), Holden, MA, US, 01520

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Miles Funeral Home - March 08, 2019 at 09:02 AM

“

I am very saddened to hear of Gary’s passing. I had the pleasure of working with
Gary at Boston Scientific and always admired his passion for excellence as an
engineer. He dedicated his career to improving patient lives around the world and his
creativity and keen sense of humor will live on in those he touched as a mentor and
friend.
My thoughts and prayers are with his family
Rest in Peace
John Hutchins

John Hutchins - March 05, 2019 at 06:27 PM

“

A loving and devoted father, a cherished son, brother, uncle, friend. Gary is part of an
extraordinary family. I have never witnessed so much love for one another than
within the Leanna family. Your two beautiful girls will carry on your legacy, and your
loving family will forever keep you in their hearts, homes and memories. It was a
pleasure to have known you and your girls. My deepest thoughts and prayers are
with all of your family and friends. You will be greatly missed by all.

Amy Drumm - March 05, 2019 at 11:52 AM

“

I am deeply saddened to hear of Gary's passing. He was one of my earliest
childhood friends.
My deepest condolences to Sandy, Gary, Dean, his daughters and all Family and
friends whose lives he touched.
Love Lynn Quiry

Lynn Quiry - March 04, 2019 at 07:16 PM

“

I remember when I always used to sleep over his house with his daughter kyra. He
was the kindest man, and funniest man I have ever met. He was an amazing man
and I miss his presence and laughter. May he Rest In Peace

olivia fournier - March 04, 2019 at 07:12 PM

“

Gary's extraordinary legacy of love, care, generosity and achievement will live on in
all of those whose lives he touched. Our thoughts and prayers go out to his family at
this very difficult time. Love, Sue and Ed

Edward F McKeon - March 04, 2019 at 11:42 AM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Gary J. Leanna.

March 04, 2019 at 09:22 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Gary J. Leanna.

March 03, 2019 at 07:20 PM

“

My daughter was friends with one of Gary's daughters and he was always happy to
drive them around in his "cool car". My daughter has many fond memories of Gary,
he was a great father.

Angela - March 03, 2019 at 12:56 PM

“

My daughter was friends with Gary's daughter growing up. She had many wonderful
times with Gary. He was so generous and often invited her along on their adventures,
smow tubing, attending concerts or just hanging out in the backyard pool. She would
always speak so highly of Gary and had such a fondness for him. My hope is that he
knew what an impact he had on so many kids, welcoming them to his home and
allowing them to enjoy being kids. I thank him for including my daughter in this. I am
so sorry for his passing. I pray that, for his family, the coming days are filled with
peace, wonderful memories and the knowledge that your dad will truly be missed by
many.

Tara Gill - March 03, 2019 at 09:18 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Gary J. Leanna.

March 01, 2019 at 11:32 AM

