Gary W. MacConnell
November 16, 1934 - November 11, 2020

HOLDEN – Gary W. MacConnell, 85, beloved husband of the late Diane (Hicks)
MacConnell, passed away peacefully in the comfort of his home surrounded by his loving
family on Wednesday, November 11, 2020. Gary, the son of Theodore and Kathleen
(Smith) MacConnell, was born in Lake Placid and raised in Granville, New York.
Gary was a devoted family man whose world revolved around his wife of 59 years, his
three children, six grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren. He was an accomplished
professional who was educated at Clark University and began his career in 1956 in the
actuarial department at Paul Revere Life Insurance Company of Worcester. He rose to the
position of Vice President and C.I.O. before retiring in 1996 after 40 years of service.
A devout Christian, Gary was a dedicated member of the First Presbyterian Church of
Worcester. Gary lived his life in compassionate service to others. He applied his
leadership skills in numerous organizations, where he focused his efforts on those who
were most in need within his community and beyond. Gary also supported science based
organizations and environmental causes.
Gary will be lovingly missed and remembered by his son Daniel and his wife Gina; his
son, Matthew and his wife Diane; his daughter Holly Day and her husband Gregory; his
brother, David and his wife, Pam; his five grandchildren Eryl, Ross (Catherine), Karly (Tim)
Snow, Anne (Andrew) Borges and Evan (Kate Kelly) Shaughnessy; and his eight greatgrandchildren, Eleanor and Harold, Fiona and Juniper Snow, Holly Grace, Dallas and
Madison Borges and Charlie Shaughnessy. In addition to his wife, Diane, he was
predeceased by his sister Linda Adkins and his grandson Dylan.
For health and safety concerns calling hours will not be held. A funeral service honoring
his life will be held privately on Thursday November 19, 2020. This service will be
streamed live at 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, via Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/fpcworcester/live. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be
made to The First Presbyterian Church, 125 Holden Street, Worcester, MA 01606 or to the

Rotary Club Education Fund of Worcester, PO Box 3413, Worcester, MA 01613-3413.
To share a memory or offer a condolence please visit "The Tribute Wall."

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Miles Funeral Home - November 20, 2020 at 12:32 PM

“

To the Gary MacConnell Family,
I extend my deepest condolences to you all.
I first met Gary at the former First Presbyterian Church on Main Street. In the late
50s Gary was our church basketball team's coach. We practiced in the small, dank
gym in the basement. Gary's smile, encouragement, concern and support became a
sterling model for the first coach I ever had.
Over the years after college when I would visit my parents in Worcester and attend
church with them, Gary always remembered me and, true to himself and his
character, greeted me warmly.
Gary was the embodiment of a "giver of himself to others." He will be sorely missed
but not forgotten.
David Abusamra

David Abusamra - December 01, 2020 at 01:17 PM

“

So very sorry to hear this news. Gary was always encouraging and supportive of
everyone around him and that included those of us here at Pakachoag Music School.
He joined the board many years ago, during my early tenure, and has remained a
friend over the decades. I am appreciative that Gary stayed in touch and was able to
visit us at our new home in Worcester in the fall of 2018. We send condolences. He
will always be part of the Pakachoag Music School family.

Sarah Smongeski - November 18, 2020 at 01:02 PM

“

Gary was part of the WCHR family for many years. He is part of our history. A great
man who I will miss. Sending thoughts and prayers to the family.
Jini Henderson, WCHR.

Jini Henderson - November 18, 2020 at 09:19 AM

“

Gary will be missed and remembered by many. A man of great integrity, as a leader
at Paul Revere he became the conscience of the company, always concerned for
everyone with whom he came in contact. For many years he was my boss, mentor
and friend. We will miss him. Anne and Scott Davis

Scott Davis - November 16, 2020 at 03:44 PM

“

To Gary's family. Both my wife Gail and I worked with and for Gary for a number of
years at Paul Revere Life Insurance. The times we shared here were both rich and
rewarding to the both of us.

Paul & Gail Mattson - November 15, 2020 at 11:45 AM

“

Gary and Diane were great people and both are together in Gods hands. I known Gary
from Paul Revere days
Skeels Thompson
Skeels Thompson - November 18, 2020 at 04:31 PM

“

I was blessed to meet Gary early on in my tenure as Minister of the UU Church of
Worcester (up the street from First Presbyterian). Gary and I talked many times about our
congregations and collaborated as members of the Board of the Worcester County
Ecumenical Council, Worcester Interfaith, and as Rotarians. He was a gentleman in every
instance of my time with him and exemplified a spirit of community cooperation and service.
I'm so glad to have known him and to have benefited from his spirit and efforts. Much love
to his family and friends. In the words of John Holmes:
Death this year has taken a man
Whose kind we shall not see again.
Pride and skill and friendliness,
Wrath and wisdom and delight,
Are shining still, but shining less,
And clouded to the common sight.
Time will show them clear again.
Time will give us other men
With names to write in burning gold
When they are great and we are old,
But he was royal-hearted, rare
Memory keeps with loving care
Deeds he did and tales he told.
But living men are hard to spare.
Rev. Aaron Payson - November 19, 2020 at 02:20 PM

