Geraldine M. (Mann) Bak
October 27, 1942 - August 2, 2017

Biography
HOLDEN – Geraldine R. (Mann) Bak, 74, passed away peacefully with her family by her
side at UMass Memorial Medical Center – University Campus on Wednesday, August 2,
2017 after a brief battle with ALS. Her loving husband of 43 years, Bruce S. Bak
preceded her in 2011. She leaves her son, S. Peter G. Bak and his wife, Sarah Wright, of
Lunenburg; her two daughters, Katherine R. Connor and her husband, Philip, of Holden
and Julia B. Patnode and her husband, Thomas, of Overland Park, Kansas; her brother,
Edward Mann of Conway; her seven grandchildren, Erin, Andrew, and Kerry Connor,
Jonathan, Joseph, Caroline, and Hannah Patnode; and several nieces and nephews.
Geraldine was born and raised in Northampton, the daughter of Edward and Ruth
(Driscoll) Mann and graduated from the former St. Michael’s High School in Northampton,
class of 1960. She went on to further her education by earning her Bachelor’s Degree in
Sociology from Anna Maria College in 1964. Before she and Bruce started their family,
she began her career as an educator in Springfield, Holyoke, and Burlington, Vermont.
After moving to Holden in 1982, she shared her love of learning with her students at the
Dawson Elementary School where she was a beloved teacher from 1986 until her
retirement in 2006. Many students still recall her special way to start each day, “Good
morning class, I love you.” Geraldine’s life was centered on faith and family. She was an
active member of St. George’s Church, where she served as a Lector, Eucharistic Minister
and a dedicated member of the Parish Council. She served on the Board of Trustees for
the Gale Free Library and attended the W.I.S.E. program at Assumption College. She
was an avid reader and enjoyed knitting and attending Holy Cross Basketball games.
Relatives and friends are invited to attend calling hours from 4 to 8:30 p.m. on Monday,
August 7 at the Miles Funeral Home, 1158 Main Street, Holden. A Mass of Christian
Burial will be celebrated at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, August 8 at St. George’s Church, 38
Brattle Street, Worcester. Burial will be private at St. Mary’s Cemetery in Northampton. In
lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to St. George’s Church, 40 Brattle
Street, Worcester, 01606. To share a memory or leave an online condolence, please visit
our "Guest Book" here on this page.

Calling Hours

Monday
August 7, 2017
,
4:00 PM
- 8:30 PM

at
Miles Funeral Home

Click for Map and Directions

Mass of Christian Burial

Tuesday
August 8, 2017
,
11:00 AM

at
St. George's Church

Click for Map and Directions

Comments

“

Dear Pete and Sarah,
I am very sorry for your loss. I still remember the conversation we had last
Thanksgiving and all the kind words she said to me. It's hard to believe she has left
us. I am sorry that I cannot attend the service in person. My thoughts and preys are
with you and your family. Sincerely, Michael

Michael Chen - August 07, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Geri was an integral part of the wonderful childhood experienced by the children of
Field Road growing up in the 70's. There was a bevy of beautiful girls who ran into
and out of each other's homes as if they were their own. (The brothers were not yet
born) and Geri was an important and integral part of their experiences. She was
always smiling, happy and welcoming. It was a good crew and one that is cherished
in the memories of those lucky enough to have experienced it.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this time. May Gerri's memory be for a
blessing. She was an astounding woman.

Barb and Herb Passo - August 05, 2017 at 12:00 AM

