Jane C. (Currivan) McDonald
October 29, 1935 - October 21, 2020

HOLDEN/CENTERVILLE – Jane C. (Currivan) McDonald, 84, passed away peacefully on
October 21, 2020 in the loving care of her family at Rose Monahan Hospice Home,
Worcester, MA.
Born in Milford and raised in Medway, Jane was the daughter of Clement A. and Helen
(Kelleher) Currivan. She was a graduate of St. Mary’s Catholic School in Milford and
received a bachelor’s degree in education from Mount St. Mary College in New
Hampshire. Jane was an elementary school teacher and taught in the towns of Millis,
Shrewsbury and Westborough. Jane looked forward to spending her Summers on Cape
Cod, which is where she met her husband, Charles McDonald. Jane and Charlie married
in 1962 and not too long after, they became a family of six. It is undeniable that Jane’s
most gratifying accomplishment was raising her four children. When her career shifted
from teaching her students to bringing up her family, she still remained heavily involved in
education. Jane and Charlie took on a new adventure as they moved to the campus of
Eagle Hill School where she completely immersed herself in the school community. They
eventually settled down in Holden in 1974 where they resided for 30 years until retiring to
Cape Cod and Naples, Florida.
Jane was a long time member of Worcester Country Club where she enjoyed the
company of many good friends and countless special times over the years. She also
enjoyed time at the beach, playing bridge, collecting recipes, and making memories with
family and friends. In addition, Jane’s love for music made clear to those around her,
especially when she said, “music tells you what you want to hear and says what you want
to say”. Whether she was sailing, hosting “Happy ‘Ours” on the Lady Jane with Charlie
and dear friends Carl and Judy Johnson or watching sunsets fall over the bow, the
Hyannis Yacht Club was a special place in her life. It was clearly evident that Jane adored
her loving sister and best friend, Geneva Figgie. They spent many days and nights
together, most often deep in conversation on a myriad of topics, including current events,
family and childhood memories.

Jane’s beloved husband of 43 years, Charles H. McDonald, passed away in 2005.
Besides her parents, Jane is also predeceased by her brother, Jon Currivan, and
nephews, Jeffrey and David Figgie. She will be dearly missed by all four of her children,
Kelle Mills and her husband Stephen Mills of Boylston, Marty McDonald and Erin O’Hara
of Boylston, Peter John “PJ” McDonald and his wife Kathryn of Holden and Todd
McDonald and his wife Julie of Paxton; 2 sisters, Jeanne C. Cavanaugh and her husband
James of Osterville, and Geneva C. Figgie of Centerville; 16 grandchildren; 3 great
grandchildren; her brother-in-law, William K. McDonald and his wife Jane of Holden and
many nieces and nephews.
Due to the current Covid pandemic, calling hours and a funeral mass will be private.
Funeral arrangements are under the care of Miles Funeral Home, Holden. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made to the Worcester Education Development Foundation to
help support Worcester's students and teachers. (https://wedfwps.org/donate-2/).
To share a memory or to offer an online condolence, please visit the "Tribute Wall" on this
page.

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Miles Funeral Home - October 23, 2020 at 06:55 PM

“

I did Janes hair for many many years... I have very fond memories of her.She was a
beautiful person inside and out.. sending love and prayers to her family.. Maryann
maryann fameli - October 24, 2020 at 03:01 PM

“

Dearest Kellie, Marty, PJ and Todd,
Please overlook my delay with writing to you with condolences for the loss of you
mom, Jane. Jane was quite a dame. There were so many night I would come home
and her my mom were solving all the worlds problems and one would never know
she had a care in the world. But oh did she.
Her love and care for each of you was immeasurable. I can see her eyes brighten
when she would tell a story or two about one of you. She was so proud of your
accomplishments.
From our dining room table they moved to either a piano bar or your dining room
table. They loved to sing and laugh, laugh and sing. I can still hear her voice and see
her in her classic dress down Oxford shirt
Your mom and dad were so generous and hospitable to my parents. Thank you.
So now, you move on with all of your memories. The time will come when your mom
is right there. Perhaps you have that feeling of your dad already.
I send you all a hug of love and comfort that your sorrow will give you the taste of
sweetness and your grief make you strong.
God Bless,
Maggie Cahill
Maggiecahill1111@gmail.com

Maggie Cahill - November 22, 2020 at 07:45 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Our prayers and thoughts are with you.
Joe & Donna Cappabianca

Donna & Joe Cappabianca - October 25, 2020 at 09:20 PM

“

We often reminisce of the days spent with your parents at our home in Shrewsbury.
Such fun. Your mom just smiling while your dad did something simply outrageous!
What a great couple. May your memories help ease this loss. Our thoughts are with
you.
The John Hurley Family (JoAnne, John & Dan)

joAnne Hurley Billings - October 25, 2020 at 04:47 AM

“

Mrs. Janie, I am so blessed to have met you and your family. I will always remember
the laughs we had. Thank you for making me number 1...xox till we meet again..love
you. Brenda.

Brenda Rojas - October 24, 2020 at 07:03 PM

“

My husband and I spent many wonderful days and evenings as HYC members
cruising to Maine, Long Island or just hanging out on the dock or inside the club. We
became very fond of Jane and Charlie. They both were super special people. We
have often thought of them over the years.
Life takes us in different directions but people like the McDonalds' travel with you in
memory. While we are saddened that wonderful times such as these come to an end
we can cherish the memories and be grateful for the wonderful people we met along
our journey.
To Jane's family, we are so sorry for your tremendous loss.
The Grandfields

Janice and John - October 24, 2020 at 04:17 PM

“

Kelmo, Steve, Marty, PeterJohn, Todd and family - my sincere sympathies to all of
you In the loss of Janie - your dear mom, grandmother, mother in law etc.
I have so many memories of Janie together with Charlie and all of you that make me
smile and laugh. i think I could fill a whole page.
What a beautiful legacy she leaves in all of you. She’s home with Charlie again, and
heaven has gained another angel.
May she Rest In Peace.
Love, AnnMo
(Anne Marie Harrington Weiler)

Anne Marie Weiler - October 23, 2020 at 09:28 PM

“

With love, Aunt Jeanne and Uncle Jim purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family
of Jane C. (Currivan) McDonald.

With love, Aunt Jeanne and Uncle Jim - October 23, 2020 at 02:53 PM

“

Dan & Bel Butler purchased the Beautiful Dreams for the family of Jane C. (Currivan)
McDonald.

Dan & Bel Butler - October 23, 2020 at 02:51 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Jane C. (Currivan) McDonald.

October 23, 2020 at 05:44 AM

