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February 3, 2021

STERLING/VERO BEACH, FL - John C. Kristoff, 82, passed away on Wednesday,
February 3, 2021 at Cleveland Clinic Indian River Hospital in Vero Beach. Born and raised
in Sterling, John was the son of the late Christian and Katherine (Arkel) Kristoff and lived
most of his life here before moving to Florida in 2016. His loving wife of 42 years, Phyllis J.
(Robichaud) Kristoff died in 2011.
John was a graduate of Wachusett Regional High School, class of 1956 where he was
voted "Class Tarzan." He then attended the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at UMass
Amherst where he received a degree in Animal Husbandry. After graduating college, John
went on to work at his family's farm in Sterling where he applied his passion and
knowledge of agriculture. While working on the farm, he also sold Knapp Shoes and
Christmas trees for many years. In the 1980’s, John took over the reins of his family's
Sterling Peat business which he successfully ran until his retirement in 2016.
John was considered quiet, hardworking, and generous with his time and resources. In his
younger years he was instrumental in St. Richard’s Parish annual Apple Fiesta and the
Sterling Horse Show. He enjoyed snowmobiling, playing cards, pitch tournaments, and
was also a member of the former Sterling Bowling League. He enjoyed time with his family
and never met a good meal he did not enjoy eating. In his later years he enjoyed visiting a
casino and his retirement.
He will be lovingly missed and remembered by his son, John T. Kristoff and his wife Laura
of Chicago; two daughters, Julie Donohue of Pepperell and Allyson Picard and her
husband Charles of Sterling; two sisters, Catherine Beyer and her husband, Donald and
Teresa Parker all of Sterling; three grandchildren, Lauren Donohue, Anna Kristoff and
Taylor Picard; and many cousins, nieces and nephews. Besides his wife, John is
predeceased by four siblings, Mary, Joseph, Agnes and Christian Jr., and a son in law,
Michael Donohue.
Out of an abundance of love and concern for the safety of relatives and friends, a funeral

Mass will be celebrated privately at St. Richard of Chichester Church in Sterling. John will
be laid to rest beside his beloved wife, Phyllis at Hillside Cemetery in Sterling. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Sterling Firefighters Association,
P.O.Box 21, Sterling, MA 01564, or the Sterling Historical Society, 7 Pine St., Sterling, MA
01564. Funeral arrangements are under the care of Miles-Sterling Funeral and Tribute
Center, Sterling.
To share a memory or offer a condolence, please visit "The Tribute Wall" on this page.

Comments

“

It was with great sadness that I learned of John's passing. John was a strong, gentle
person, with a quick smile and pleasant disposition and well thought of in our
community. He worked hard all of his life to take care of his family.. John and Phyllis
exemplified the best characteristics of our town of Sterling, that of caring and
compassion and a willingness to help others in need. John' s passing continues to
mark for me the end of a era, a time when life was simpler. My sincere and deepest
condolences to his surviving children, John, Julie and Allyson and to all others of the
extended Kristoff family. My sincere and deepest condolences also to Barbara Avery.
John will be long missed, but not forgotten.
Paul M. Sushchyk

Paul Sushchyk - February 17 at 06:16 AM

“

John & Phyllis were our friends for so many years. He will be missed by all that knew
him. From Apple Fiesta with his consent harassing to buy tickets to his generosity
with all that he had not to mention corn for supper so many evenings thanks to John.
And then there was the Lobster Bake at Foxwood. So many memories. Rest in
peace dear friend.
Love to all,
jacky & bill

Jacky & Bill Iuliano - February 14 at 01:15 PM

“

"John was close to our family I honestly thought my father adopted him. He had that
endless smile always joking and most giving of his time and generosity. I will always
remember the Apple Fiesta, Horse Shows and Pig Roast at the Green Meadow. He
always had raffle tickets to sell. I really enjoy going on rides with John on his Ski Do.
Awesome ! One of my BEST memories of John was when he invited me to take a
ride in
his Tractor Trailer to Florida via Wisconsin (OMG) to visit my relatives in Daytona. It
was great ! I am still recovering from bagging Peat when John was in charge. My
Family and myself where so fortunate to have John in our lives !
God Bless and rest in peace. "Thanks for the great memories"..
Mark Waitkus and Family

Mark Waitkus - February 10 at 02:22 PM

“

For ever in our hearts

John & Cindy

Cindy John Lapinskas - February 09 at 08:55 AM

“

I met John through his loving and devoted companion of 8 years Barbara Avery! It
was clear we would become friends which seemed more like family! As I reflect on
our times together;I fondly remember John’s witty sense of humor! Always willing to
tell a joke or two! His silly little grin was heartwarming! My deepest condolences
Barbra Avery. Thank you for allowing me to be a part of your fabulous Florida family
you two created together .You two know how to enjoy life and you lived it
accordingly! I will cherish all the times we have spent together with John with much
appreciation. Keep the heavens laughing John! May you rest in peace.

sandi walsh - February 08 at 03:58 PM

“

I can't share all of the wonderful memories I have with Johnny, and the Kristoff family,
because there are far too many of them to share. My love and prayers are with you
all. God speed, Johnny, and may God bless you all. With my love always, Dawn

Dawn Albert - February 07 at 01:24 AM

