John W. McCarthy
February 21, 1947 - December 20, 2018

WEST BOYLSTON – John W. McCarthy, 71, formerly of Sterling, passed away peacefully
on Thursday, December 20, 2018 under the loving care of his family and the
compassionate staff at St. Vincent Hospital in Worcester. Born and raised in Fitchburg,
John was the son of the late William J. and Elise “Elsie” R. (Belliveau) McCarthy, and lived
34 years in Sterling before moving to West Boylston in 2010.
John graduated from Fitchburg State College in 1968 and later received a graduate
degree from Worcester Polytechnic Institute. He taught high school chemistry and physics
at West Boylston High School from 1968 to 1980. After retiring from teaching, John
worked 20 years in computer field support for State Mutual Life Assurance Co. in
Worcester.
He will be lovingly remembered and missed by his wife of 50 years, Alice M. (Rufiange)
McCarthy; a son, Sean M. McCarthy and his wife, Lisa M. Rinaldi of Holden; a daughter,
Kerry A. Mojica and her husband, Benjamin of Auburn; a brother, Francis L. McCarthy and
his wife, Doris of Fitchburg; four grandchildren, Daniel and Maria Mojica, and Ian and
Aidan McCarthy; and several nieces and nephews.
Relatives and friends are invited to visit with John’s family from 10 a.m. to 12 noon on
Saturday, December 29, at Miles-Sterling Funeral and Tribute Center, 100 Worcester
Road (Rte. 12), Sterling, followed by a service honoring his life at 12 noon. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the American Cancer Society, 30 Speen
Street, Framingham, MA 01701.

Events
DEC
29

Calling Hours

10:00AM - 12:00PM

Miles-Sterling Funeral & Tribute Center
100 Worcester Road (Rte. 12), Sterling, MA, US, 01564

DEC
29

Funeral Service

12:00PM

Miles-Sterling Funeral & Tribute Center
100 Worcester Road (Rte. 12), Sterling, MA, US, 01564

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Miles Funeral Home - December 29, 2018 at 02:28 PM

“

I graduated in ’80 and had Mr. McCarthy as my Intro to Physics teacher. He was a
special person; not many people could make that topic fun! Homework and tests
were filled with funny yet teachable problems involving superman or other heroes
trying to save the day. He was a patient and funny teacher who cared about us kids
as individuals. He started me on my path to college and I never forgot him.
Condolences on losing him and gratitude for having known such a person.
Glenn Verdini

glenn verdini - January 05 at 09:14 PM

“

Enduring Grace was purchased for the family of John W. McCarthy.

December 28, 2018 at 02:18 PM

“

Sorry to hear of John's passing, he will be missed at our garage meetings.
Betsey and Eric Edwards

Eric Edwards - December 28, 2018 at 10:05 AM

“

I met John at a Christmas dance at St. Bernard’s High School when we both had
other dates. For me it was love at first sight. A few weeks later I saw him at the
regular Saturday night dance as I was going up the gym stairs and he was going
downstairs. We said “Hi” to each other and when I returned he was waiting at the foot
of the stairs. He asked me to dance and thus began our 54 year love affair. We had
so many happy times together that were only made better by the birth of our two
beautiful and loving children.
Kerry and Sean grew into happy adults, married and became parents themselves.
They gave John and I a wonderful daughter-in-law and son-law, and four fantastic
grandchildren who are loving,caring,and happy. John and I have always been very
proud of our children and grandchildren.
John enjoyed ten-pin bowling In his younger days, playing chess, taking our own kids
and then our grandkids to coghsall park, and playing board games with friends and
family. Family was very important to both of us and we both loved our Christmas and
summer get togethers. There were always new people to meet as families grew. He
also discovered that he enjoyed cooking after he retired and he was a very good
one.
I wish for everyone to find a lifelong love like John and I did. Someone who loves you
as you are and does not try to change you and instead grows with you and helps you
be the best you can be. We loved each other more than I thought was possible and it
will take a long time to heal my broken heart.

ALICE MCCARTHY - December 27, 2018 at 08:41 PM

“

John also love playing cribbage and whist with his brother Fran and my brother-in-law Dick
Ferrera.
Alice McCarthy - December 28, 2018 at 10:37 AM

“

I can remember saying to John "It's good to see you", he would reply "It's good to be
seen". He will be missed by all who loved him.
Terri

Terri Pearson - December 27, 2018 at 03:38 PM

“

Terri & Jim purchased the Enchanted Cottage for the family of John W. McCarthy.

Terri & Jim - December 27, 2018 at 03:34 PM

“

Alice, Sean, and Kerry
I was stunned to learn of John's passing. Please accept my heartfelt condolences at
this most difficult time. I hope to be able to honor his life on Saturday.
Steve Therrien
Princeton, MA

steve therrien - December 24, 2018 at 10:21 AM

“

I had Mr. McCarthy as my chemistry teacher at West Boylston High in the 1970s. Art,
literature, music, those were my areas of interest. Yet, Mr. McCarthy could not only
make me understand chemistry, he even had me looking forward to his classes! As
co-editor of our yearbook, it was an easy decision for all involved that the class of '77
would co-dedicate the year book to Mr. McCarthy. He was extremely beloved by all.
My condolences to the entire McCarthy family. -JoAnn DiVerdi

JoAnn DiVerdi - December 23, 2018 at 07:15 PM

