Jonathan Otis Phelps
December 7, 1948 - May 6, 2020

HOLDEN - Jonathan Otis Phelps, age 71, passed away on Wednesday, May 6, 2020 at
UMass Memorial-University Campus, Worcester, after an illness.
He was born on December 7, 1948 in Holden, the son of Willard and Cynthia (Harrington)
Phelps, and lived in Holden most of his life.
Jonathan was a graduate of Wachusett Regional High School and he received an AA
degree from Leicester Junior College, BA from New England College, MS from Florida
State University and a M.Ed. degree from Worcester State College. His career was that of
a Librarian for the American Antiquarian Society and UMass Medical School.
Jonathan loved the Town of Holden and all it had to offer. He was a regular fixture at the
Board of Selectman meetings, a loyal fan and supporter of Wachusett Regional High
School sports and was a recipient of a signed glove and softball from their softball team as
their most "raving fan". An avid sports fan of the Boston Red Sox, Bruins and Patriots, he
was able to quote sports statistics which would put any statistician to shame. If you were
playing Trivial Pursuit, you always wanted Jonathan on your team - his memory of facts
was amazing. He also enjoyed watching TV food shows, reading, visiting the State of
Maine and family events.
He was a devout member of St. Francis Episcopal Church in Holden where he was a lay
Eucharistic Minister, a reader and was formerly active with the Youth Christian Education
Program.
Jonathan leaves behind many cousins, Ellie (Jack) Tishler of Stratham, NH, Frederick
Harrington of Bremen, ME, Cynthia (Sidney) Delong of Buxton, ME, Patricia Bryant of
Nobleboro, ME, David (Kathryn) Harrington of Hamden, ME, Charles (Debra) Harrington
of Sedro Woolley, WA, Robert (Lorraine) Harrington of Douglas, Marilyn Harrington of
Rutland, Stephen Harrington of Holden; and many neighborhood friends who were like
family to him.

A graveside service will be held at Grove Cemetery at a later date. Donations may be
made online to the American Diabetes Association at http://www.diabetes.org; or to St. Fra
ncis Episcopal Church, 70 Highland St., Holden, MA 01520. Funeral arrangements are un
der the care of Miles Funeral Home of Holden.

Comments

“

Jonathan...How did the years pass, why didn't I reach out to you more often. You
were my neighbor, you were a part of my family. I just received this news and I am
without words. You were loved my brother...you will be missed, you will always be
loved.

Don Langenheim - June 08 at 01:09 PM

“

So sorry of the passing of Jonathan as we were friends @ Rice school,Holden Junior
High & WRHS & in adult life doing business@ Hunt's Sunoco Sta. Holden,
Sympathies Kerry Hunt NSB, FL.

Kerry Hunt - September 10, 2020 at 08:00 PM

“

So very sorry to hear of Jonathan's passing. I have many fond memories of Jonathan
from Rice School, WRHS, and St. Francis. Such a kind soul, a deep quiet force of
nature doing only good things. May you rest in Peace.

Susan Deranian - May 10, 2020 at 02:32 PM

“

My name is Paul Swenson and I live in Jefferson. I met Jonathan while attending a
Saint Francis men’s Bible study many years ago. He was a very kind, courteous and
gentle man. We bumped into each other frequently in our travels around Holden.He
always had I smile and something uplifting to say. I will miss him.

Paul Swenson - May 10, 2020 at 10:21 AM

“

A true Wachusett "Mountaineer" with a big heart! A good person who made it his
mission to support causes he believed in. RIP Jonathan
Stuart Putnam WRHS class of '68

Stuart Putnam - May 10, 2020 at 08:46 AM

“

I remember Jonathan so very well, as he was in my class at Rice School. It is a joy to
learn of the richness and variety that he enjoyed in life, as well as the ways in which
his interests, enthusiasms and gifts touched so many people. His death is a sad loss,
and a reminder of the importance of treating everyone with kindness and respect.
Rest in peace, Jonathan.

Judith Freeman Clark - May 10, 2020 at 08:34 AM

“

“

...my name was Judy Freeman...
Judith Freeman Clark - May 10, 2020 at 08:36 AM

We are so, so sorry to hear of Jonathan's passing. We met him through St. Francis
but shared many a Sunday brunch with him at Val's restaurant. Seeing him at the
WRHS sporting events was a lovely, lovely tradition.
When I told my kids that "Mr. Jonathan" had passed, they were extremely saddened
to hear the news. He will be in our hearts. <3 The Dixon family

K - May 09, 2020 at 08:46 PM

“

Cle Sproule lit a candle in memory of Jonathan Otis Phelps

Cle Sproule - May 09, 2020 at 08:34 PM

“

I will always have great memories of growing up together in our great neighborhood. I will
miss you, my friend. Rest in Peace, Jonathan.
Cle Sproule - May 09, 2020 at 08:43 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Jonathan. He was always so nice and friendly at St. Francis when I
was a member there. And he always took an interest in the things going on at Wachusett.
Rest in peace, Jonathan.
Nancy Olesin - June 02, 2020 at 10:01 AM

“

Dear sweet Jonathan, you will be greatly missed and remebered by many.

Lynn Gabler - May 09, 2020 at 06:58 PM

“

Remembered!
Lynn - May 09, 2020 at 07:03 PM

“

At Wachusett HS I spent four years with Jonathan in home room and gym settings. It
was not hard to read that he was thoughtful and kind, even though he was a quiet
soul. No, I think Jonathan was an Old Soul! He watched. He looked. He listened. He
seemed at peace when many of us were restless and uneasy. Was he an Old Soul? I
really think so. He seemed to have the peace and equanimity that many of us lacked.
How does one react to an Old Soul to come into alignment with our better selves? I
think we all have self-righting buoyancy. When someone projects dignity and
patience, we want to go there too. That was Jonathan. We know we are spiritual
beings. The best among us lead by example.

Ted Reiner - May 09, 2020 at 06:48 PM

“

Mary Weston lit a candle in memory of Jonathan Otis Phelps

Mary Weston - May 09, 2020 at 03:35 PM

“

As one of your long time school mates from Rice School through Wachusett... it was
always a pleasure to know you and see you at our class reunions ...rest in peace
sweet, gentle and kind Jonathan ...you will be missed by all ... Mary

Mary Weston - May 09, 2020 at 03:34 PM

“

My name was Susan Kimball.. I lived right next to Jonathan... a kind and quiet soul. I
considered him a friend, and somehow I knew he was heading for something great.
He will be missed by his huge family, and the memories to all of us who knew him.
R.I.P. my friend.

Susan - May 09, 2020 at 03:24 PM

