Louis R. Pero
April 20, 1945 - July 30, 2020

Lou's Funeral Service will be live streamed on Monday, August 3 at 11:00 am from St.
Mary's Albanian Orthodox Church at this link: https://youtu.be/DTSruUoO2I8
Lou's Graveside Committal Service will be live streamed at approximately 12:15 pm on
Monday, August 3 from Hope Cemetery at this link:
https://client.tribucast.com/tcid/56011898
AUBURN -Louis R. Pero, 75, of Auburn passed away on July 30, 2020, at Massachusetts
General Hospital, surrounded by his wife and three children after battling heart disease.
He was born in Worcester MA on April 20, 1945, the son of the late Steve and Eleni (Dine)
Pero. He resided in Worcester for 57 years and moved to Auburn in 2002.
His kindness, generosity, and deep love of family history will be missed dearly by his
family and others who loved him. He is survived by Barbara (Christo), his devoted, loving
wife and best friend of 50 years; three children, Michelle Vasil and her husband Paul of
Boston, MA, Stephanie Pero Fournier, Ph.D. and her husband John of Colchester, VT,
Steven Pero of Holden, MA and four grandchildren, David and Matthew Fournier, Charlie
and Sophia Vasil; his brother Perry Pero and wife Diane of Chicago, IL and sister Shirley
Pero of Worcester, MA, sister-in-law Roberta Alera and her husband Keith of Shrewsbury,
MA and his nieces, nephews, and family members.
He was a graduate of Classical High School in 1962, and of Worcester State University
with a Bachelor’s (1967) and Master’s (1971) Degrees of Education. He served in the U.S.
National Guard from 1967-1973. He spent his career at Quinsigamond Elementary
School, as a long time educator of math and science for 28 years and then as a Principal
for ten years. After he retired from the Worcester Public School system in 2003, he
continued his passion for teaching and advising in the capacity as an adjunct professor at
Quinsigamond Community College and Worcester State University in the Education
Department teaching math and psychology classes. He was a proud member of the
following educational organizations; Education Association of Worcester, Massachusetts

Teaching Association, and National Education Association.
Lou was a life-long member and Historian of St. Mary’s Assumption Albanian Orthodox
Church in Worcester, MA. The Church was always a significant part of his life, and he
volunteered tirelessly over the years. He was an active member of the Church community,
and serving the needs of the church was one of the primary purposes of his life. He was a
Sunday School teacher, a member of the choir, and a member of the Albanian Men’s
Chorale group, Kor’ I Usterit. The involvement in these activities led to holding many
senior leadership positions within the Church, including President of the Church Council
and President of the Son’s of St. Mary’s. He was a founding member of the Sons of St.
Mary’s in 1972, and served on its scholarship committee for many years. His contributions
continued, and he was one of the original members of the land & building committee that
identified and helped secure the new location of the Church on Salisbury Street, where it
exists today. He was the Chairman of the consecration of the new Church, along with his
wife. He was involved with every Church Festival since 1983, to share the traditions and
foods of our Albanian heritage. He served as Trustee of the Illyrian Garden Housing
Complex and Trustee of St. Mary’s Day Care and Nursery School.
Lou received multiple accolades in his life including, the most prestigious KNIGHT OF ST.
GEORGE Medal from Archbishop Theodosius from the Albanian Orthodox Archdiocese in
America for his devotion and commitment to the Church. In addition to the Albanian
American National Organization (AANO) Lifetime achievement award for dedication to the
organization that provides scholarship and opportunity to meet other Albanian-Americans
from cities across the United States at annual conventions and basketball tournaments.
On the local and national level, Lou was a 50-year member of the AANO and served as
National President and Board of Governor.
Lou unconditionally supported his children and grandchildren in their various endeavors
over the years. He always enjoyed his time with family and friends, and his fondest
memories were at Revere beach as a young boy, to summering in Hampton with his
young family, then in Harwich Port with his grandchildren. He was able to escape the New
England winters to Naples with his best friend and wife, Barbara, always by his side. Lou
continuously loved traveling with his wife and family and took them across the U.S and
Europe. He was fortunate to have the opportunity to make three trips to Albania and share
the family history and origin with his wife and children.
Relatives and friends are invited to honor Lou and pay their respects from 3:00-6:00 pm
on August 2nd at St. Mary's Assumption Albanian Orthodox Church, 535 Salisbury Street,
Worcester. Appropriate face coverings must be worn when in the Church, and social
distancing must be honored. As a requirement, there will be no conversations in the

church with family and friends during visitation. A private funeral service will be held on
August 3rd in St. Mary's Assumption Albanian Orthodox Church with the Rev. Fr. Mark
Doku officiating. Burial will follow at Hope Cemetery, Worcester.
To view live stream proceedings for the funeral at 11:00 am EST and burial in Hope
Cemetery at approximately 12:15 pm, please visit this link:
https://client.tribucast.com/tcid/56011898 and you may watch the services at St. Mary's
Assumption Albanian Orthodox Church and at Hope Cemetery. Furthermore, the burial
service may be viewed at your leisure for 90 days by following the aforementioned
process.
In lieu of flowers, and, if you wish to make a donation in Lou’s memory, contributions may
be made to St. Mary's Assumption Albanian Orthodox Church Endowment Fund, 535
Salisbury Street, Worcester 01609.
Funeral arrangements are under the direction of Philip G. Haddad, Jr of Miles Funeral
Home, 1158 Main Street, Holden. To share a memory or offer a condolence, please visit
the "Tribute Wall" on this page.
MAY HIS MEMORY BE ETERNAL
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Comments

“

One of the nicest men I've ever known. May he rest in eternal peace. Marsha and
Jack Kachadoorian

Marsha Kachadoorian - 18 minutes ago

“

Dear Barbara,
Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family at this sad time. Our deepest
sympathies from us.
Linda and Donald Peterson

Linda Peterson - 1 hour ago

“

Our Thoughts and Prayers are with you all at this time.Louis was such a fantastic
person. We have the best memories of him. May his memory be eternal. Please
accept our deepest Sympathy.
Greg, Kathy Vasil and Family and Pete Vasil.

Gregory Vasil - 1 hour ago

“

Dear Barbara,
I am so sad for you and your family. Lou was the quintessential patriarch, a model for
men to follow. He chose a profession that could expand/extend that gift. His love for
you and your children was always palpable. Be brave and courageous, my friend. I'm
acquainted with your abiding faith which will undoubtedly ease your grief as will the
presence and care of your beautiful family.
suzanne kelly

suzanne kelly - 2 hours ago

“

So sad to learn of Lou’s passing. I am on the faculty at Q.C.C. and was impressed
with his evident commitment to education from our first conversation. What a kind
and positive man! He touched many lives throughout his career; first at WPS and
then QCC was blessed to have him in later years. My thoughts and prayers go out to
his family. He will be missed in the halls of QCC.
Take care,

Flo Lucci
Flo Lucci - 2 hours ago

“

Lou was a well loved advisor and professor at QCC, Students were asking to be in
his classes year in and year out. In advising, he was always helpful and supportive of
the other advisors, and he was gentle(and firm if needed, but gently firm) with the
advisees,

Mark Szymcik - 3 hours ago

“

Ema Bimbli and Lirika Pojani purchased the Garden Accent Stone - 'Wherever a
beautiful soul...' for the family of Louis R. Pero.

Ema Bimbli and Lirika Pojani - 11 hours ago

“

Godiva Biscuit Gift Tin (46 pc) was purchased for the family of Louis R. Pero.

Yesterday at 09:54 PM

“

Meat & Cheese Sympathy Gift Crate was purchased for the family of Louis R. Pero.

Yesterday at 09:43 PM

“

Dear Barbara and family,
I was very sorry to learn of the passing of Lou.
He was a very good friend,, neighbor and educator.
May he Rest In Peace!
John Durkin

jJohn Durkin - Yesterday at 08:48 PM

“

Lou was our principal when I taught at the Quinsigamond School. He was beloved by
his students, respected by his colleagues, and admired as a principal. He will be
greatly missed; his impact on the lives of students in the Worcester Public Schools
will live on. Rich Spedding

Richard Spedding - Yesterday at 04:06 PM

“

I was so saddened to hear of Lou's passing. He and I grew up together in Worcester.
He was always warm and friendly to everyone. I can think of few people more
dedicated to the Albanian community than Lou. My deepest sympathy to Barbara
and the entire family. May his memory be eternal.
With love,
Shirley Mullo Kotelly

George Kotelly - Yesterday at 03:50 PM

“

Barbara and family,
So very sorry to hear of Lou’s passing. He was such a huge and important part of St.
Mary’s Church and the Albanian Community of Worcester! A good man and one that
will be ever missed! May his memory be eternal! I perjetshim kujtimi!
Dita Kreshpani Katsis.

Dita Kreshpani Katsis - Yesterday at 03:20 PM

“

My condolences to all of the Pero family. I worked with Lou at Quinsigamond and
enjoyed every shift we worked together. He was always full with of great stories
about his family, especially his grandkids, his travel and his faith. All of his previous
students flocked to the office to get help or just to say hello; he made each and every
one of them feel special. I am truly saddened by this immense loss. Thinking of you
all during this difficult time.

Jane Dowd - Yesterday at 01:48 PM

“

Dear Barbara - My deepest sympathy goes out to you and the family. Lou was one of
the all-time greats. Death leaves a heartache no one can heal; Love leaves
memories no one can steal. Jean M. Navin

Jean M Navin - Yesterday at 01:44 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Louis R. Pero.

Yesterday at 09:01 AM

“

I was very sorry to hear of Lou's passing. He was a terrific friend and educator. May
your happy memories sustain you through these difficult times. My sincerest
sympathies. May his memory be eternal.
Katherine Peepas

Katherine Peepas - Yesterday at 08:58 AM

“

Such a devastating loss to the family, the Albanian community and to me personally.
Such a great friend, mentor, father and our link to the past. Words fail me. So many
great memories of Lou. My sincere condolences to the family and his memory will be
eternal.

steve chomo - Yesterday at 08:45 AM

“

I, like so many people, have so many memories of Louie. He was my Sunday School
teacher (I still remember the project we did on the churches in the diocese!), he was
someone I looked up to for his leadership, he was THE someone to go to when you
had a question about the church, the AANO, ...about anything. I will always
remember that he called me just before the deadline to sign up for the first AANO
convention in Albania. He told me "There is only one first-time convention. Find a
way to bring your family and go" And I did, based on that conversation. My mom,
Lexi and Elena and I had a trip of a lifetime to Albania and most importantly, my

daughters felt a real connection to their heritage and to their cousins in Albania. If
Louie hadn't have called me, I wouldn't have gone. Such was his power to guide and
influence. Louie had a strength of conviction and a gentleness of soul. Barbara, I am
heartsick for your loss and for your family's loss. We will all miss him. May His
Memory Be Eternal...
Margarita Dempsey - Yesterday at 08:34 AM

“

TO Barbara and Family:
So sorry to hear of the loss of Lou.
We enjoyed his kind manner and humorous personality.
Joan and I were friends that worked with Lou for many years.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this time.

Patrick DeSantis - Yesterday at 07:41 AM

“

Words cannot fully express how much Mr Pero meant to us. While studying at WPI
years ago, he was our “Worcester Dad.” He was always willing to open his home to
us and treated us, Steph’s friends, as family. I am so sad that we hadn’t had the
opportunity to see him for many years now but he will always hold a special place in
our hearts. We are blessed to have known him. We were heartbroken to hear the
news of his passing. Sending our love and prayers to the Pero family now and
always, Jen Cornell-Smith and Brant Smith

Jen Cornell - Yesterday at 12:09 AM

“

Barbara and family, so sorry for your loss.
Carol Harvey
Carol Harvey - Yesterday at 09:32 AM

“

Our deepest condolences to the Pero Family. Mr. Louis will never be forgotten and is
forever in our hearts. May He Rest In Peace.
Iris Maluka ( AANO DC) and her family.

Aano DC - August 01 at 10:16 PM

“

I'm so very sorry to hear of Louie's passing. He was truly a very nice man. He was
always so nice to talk with and warm and caring. Please know you have my deepest
sympathies.

Debbie Blanchard
Deb B - August 01 at 04:31 PM

“

To all of the Pero Family,
I was fortunate enough to work with Lou for many years, first as a colleague, then
under his leadership as Principal at Quinsigamond School. I have countless
memories of our time together, always including laughter. Lou was such a kind man
and wonderful educator - he had a heart of gold. I know he has inspired many
students, as well as staff and collegues, throughout his career. May your many
memories keep your comforted during this difficult time.
With sympathy,
Cindy Bly

Cindy - August 01 at 03:14 PM

“

Barbara, Michelle, Stephanie, Shirley, Perry, Diane and the rest of the Pero family,
We were deeply saddened to hear about Lou. He and your family have been a staple
at AANO events since before I can remember. He was so good at providing guidance
and well-reasoned thinking and support at board meetings and we always thoroughly
enjoyed seeing and talking to him. We will always have very fond memories of him
from numerous conventions and trips. We know your family is very close and our
heart goes out to all of you. We know for those of you in Worcester your day to day
life will not be the same and we hope you take solace in your wonderful memories
and that each passing day gets a little bit easier. With our deepest sympathy,
Julia Black and the rest of the Black family and your AANO family in Detroit

julia black - August 01 at 11:44 AM

“

Dear Barbara, My heart goes out to you and your dear family at this time of loss.
Louis was a beloved leader of your family as well as his church and educational
community. Blessings to you all, Bonnie

Bonnie Prescott - August 01 at 09:22 AM

