Norman J. Plourde
January 1, 1935 - July 26, 2019

STERLING - Norman J. Plourde, 84, passed away peacefully on Friday, July 26, 2019 at
UMass Memorial Healthcare Alliance Leominster Hospital after a long battle with
Parkinson Disease. Born and raised in Leominster, Norm was the son of Wildred and
Yvonne (Plamondon) Plourde and lived over 50 years in Sterling.
He will be lovingly remembered and missed by his wife of 54 years, Sandra K. (Carpenter)
Plourde; a daughter, Kimberly A. Plourde of Paxton; a brother, Andre R. Plourde of
Sarasota, FL; a sister, Therese Soucy of St. Augustine, FL; a grandson, Ryan Plourde;
nephews and nieces.
Norm graduated from The College of the Holy Cross in 1962 and later received master
degrees in education from Assumption College and Fitchburg State University. He also
attended LaSalette Seminary in Enfield, NH. He taught languages at Tahanto Regional
High School in Boylston with a concentration in French for 36 years retiring in 1995. After
his retirement, Norm taught French at Quisigamond Community College for 13 years. He
honorably served his country in the United States Coast Guard and 21 years in the United
States Army Reserve.
He was a member of St. Richard of Chichester Church in Sterling and was a longtime
member of Wachusett Regional School Committee, twice serving as chairman. He
enjoyed playing golf and spending time with his family at home.
Relatives and friends are invited to attend visit with Norm's family from 5 to 7 pm on
Tuesday, July 30, at Miles-Sterling Funeral and Tribute Center, 100 Worcester Rd.,
Sterling. A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 10 am on Wednesday, July 31, at
St. Richard of Chichester Church, 4 Bridge St., Sterling. Interment will be held privately at
Hillside Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the American
Parkinson Disease Association, Massachusetts Chapter, 72 E Concord St., Boston, MA
02118.

To share a memory or offer a condolence, please visit "The Tribute Wall."
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Miles Funeral Home - August 16 at 04:15 PM

“

I want to express my condolences to Mrs. Plourde and all of your family. Mr. Plourde
was such a great guy and good teacher. He was my French teacher the first year that
Tahanto opened. He and Mrs. Plourde were fun for we students to watch as they love
for each other bloomed. They were both such good examples for we students. Each
time my wife and I travel to France I think of Mr. Plourde and what he taught us about
French language and culture. A few years ago Mr. and Mrs. Plourde came to
celebrate our 45 class reunion and it was wonderful to talk with them both. We know
you will be comforted in the days and months ahead with the wonderful memories of
Mr. Plourde. God Bless!
Gary Gustafson
Tahanto Class of 1967

Gary Gustafson - August 12 at 04:39 PM

“

Kim, Im sorry to hear about your dad. Please share my condolences with your mom
and son.
Everything I know and have heard, he was an outstanding educator and truly cared
about his students. He devoted years to not only providing a great education, but
ensuring one was provided for all of us in the Wachusett School District. I am sorry
for your loss. He was a good man.

Tim Goss - August 01 at 10:30 PM

“

I had the pleasure of serving on the WRSD School Committee for several years with
Norm. His passion for education and commitment to the students of the district was
unmatched. Norm was such a respected pillar of our community, serving with grace
and humility for so long. Unfortunately, I am traveling on business and am unable to
attend the service this evening, please accept my sincerest sympathies to you and
your family.
Colleen Cipro

Colleen Cipro - July 30 at 01:44 PM

“

Mr Ploude was one of the original faculty when Tahanto opened. He was very much
part of the fabric for so many years. Although I never took any of his classes, I
remember his no nonsense presence between classes, in the first floor hallway out
side of room 116.
He was still standing in the hallway with his quiet presence when my children
attended Tahanto. My mom, the secretary in the office for many of those years,
spoke of Mr Ploude as the ultimate gentleman when he had reason to visit the office.
May the lessons he imparted in all of us be passed on to future generations.

Robin Quist - July 30 at 11:19 AM

“

Sandra and family, It is with great sadness to hear that Norman has passed away.
My condolences to you and your family. He was a great guy and neighbor. A hard
worker and kept his red truck sparkling clean and kept his property pristine. He was a
great school committee member. I recall once coming by your house to get his
attention when my son got suspended from school and I had to deal with the asst.
principal. He got right on the phone with the superintendent for me. He was
supportive of my endeavors in town. I walk by your house often and now the walk will
seem different knowing he is gone from his earthly life. May he rest in peace in the
loving arms of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
Laura Ricci, Sterling, MA

Laura Ricci - July 28 at 08:51 PM

“

I was fortunate to have Mr Plourde as my French teacher for four years at Tahanto
(Class of 1971). I have thought of him many times over the years because he was
one of my favorite teachers. Someone that truly touches your life, you don’t forget.
God bless you on your next journey, Mr Plourde.

kathleen morrell - July 28 at 02:58 PM

“

Sandy
My condolences to you, your daughter and grandson.
Reading Norm ‘s obituary I see that he and I were at HC together. No doubt we
shared the “ Day Room” where we local guys hung out.
My very best to you and the family.
Luke Foley

Luke Foley - July 28 at 12:15 PM

“

Deepest condolences to the Plourde family on your loss. I was lucky to have had Mr.
Plourde as a teacher at Tahanto in the 1980s, and he was such a fantastic one. His
passion for teaching made us all more passionate to learn. (I mean, anyone who
could make Latin exciting/fun was one of the greats!) Thinking of him and of you all.
RIP, Mr. Plourde, and thank you.

Rhonda Zapatka - July 28 at 11:45 AM

