Rashmi Patwardhan
September 7, 1948 - December 6, 2017

HOLDEN - Rashmi Patwardhan M.D. passed away unexpectedly on Wednesday,
December 6, 2017 at UMass Medical Center, University Campus, Worcester. Dr.
Patwardhan was born in Nairobi, Kenya. He completed his medical training in Mumbai,
India where he met his wife, Neena. He came to the U.S. in 1976 where he continued his
medical training at St. Vincent Hospital in Worcester. He spent 3 years in Nashville from
1978 to 1981 completing his fellowship and teaching at the Vanderbilt University Medical
school, before returning to Massachusetts to set up his home in Holden where he lived for
36 years. He worked as a prominent gastroenterologist at St. Vincent Hospital for 25+
years followed by a practice at University of Massachusetts Medical Center for the
following 9 years. He was a passionate physician and respected mentor to many. He
loved his work. Over his 30+ years in medicine practicing in Worcester, he trained and
mentored countless medical students, residents and fellows and was revered by trainees
and respected by all in his profession. As a close friend once said, he was “a simple man,
with class”- a kind, compassionate, caring, genuine, and giving human being who instilled
the same values in his children. He loved spending time with his family, summers at the
Cape, Indian classical music, tennis, golf, and most recently playing bridge. He was the
kind of man who excelled in every endeavor he chose and left a lasting warm impression
with everyone he met. He was a beloved husband, father, grandfather and friend. He is
survived by his wife, Neena; and 3 children, Vilas Patwardhan, Kiran Varma, and Vivek
Patwardhan and their spouses, Michelle Trivedi, Gopal Varma and Dimple Patwardhan; as
well as his beloved grandchildren, Dhilan and Aria Patwardhan. Rashmi and Neena would
have celebrated their 39th wedding anniversary on the 27th of December. Visiting hours
with the family will be held from 8-10:30 a.m. on Saturday, December 9th, at the Miles
Funeral Home, 1158 Main Street (Rte. 122A), Holden, followed by a private funeral
service. In lieu of flowers or gifts, donations can be made in his memory to a charity of
your choosing. To share a memory or leave an online condolence, please visit "sign the
guest book" on this page.

Comments

“

Dear family. I feel sad not playing bridge with Rashmi. It was so much fun when he
was my partner.

Cathy Curtis cooper - December 18, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

So sad to hear this news, Rashmi was a bright and kind person. I knew him in school
and met him at the DRGS renion in Toronto. My condolences to his family. RIP
Rashmi.

Vivienne D'Silva - December 12, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

To a wonderful, respectful and kind doctor and friend. You touched so many hearts
with your smile and caring presence. You are missed. Always a hug for you. In
friendship and with love Jacquie

Jacquie Gliesman - December 11, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Vilas and Family ,
My deepest condolences for your loss. My heart reaches out to you all in this very
sad occasion.
Best
Sheila

Sheila Wilson - December 11, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

I had the great privilege to work with Dr Patwardhan for 4 years and he always
respected his patients and fellow workers with respect and a rye smile at times! He
will be sadly missed in Endoscopy.

Paul Cringan - December 10, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

This announcement comes as a shock to me. My favorite memories were when we
would work side by side and I couldnt help but notice how caring he was with his
patients. His character went far beyond professional as he cared just as much for coworkers, our families and staff. Many blessings to the family. Rashmi, you will be
missed tramendously, May you rest now. Kim L

Kimberly Luce - December 09, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

I am shocked to hear of his passing. I worked with Dr. Patwardhan for 3 years at
Umass. It was a pleasure and honor to know and work with this man. I am so sorry
for you loss. He was truly a great man. Rest in peace Rashmi.

Brett Lisak - December 09, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

We would like to send our deepest sympathy to the family of Dr.Patwardhan. We
were both patients of his and could not have had a better, more professional doctor
than he was. He was certainly loved by his colleagues and staff as they would often
tell us what a remarkable man he was. It was a privilege to know him and to have
him as our physician. Peter and Cynthia Vuona

peter and cynthia vuona - December 09, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Neena and family please accept our deepest sympathies in what must be a profound
loss to all of you and your community.I will mever forget your kindness to our Kiran
when she was a lost and lonely freshman at BU.Our hearts go out to you.

Arun Pinto - December 08, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Neena : We are so sad to hear of Rashmi's passing. I have very fond memories
of his smiling face and willingness to always help anyone in need. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you, Vivek, Kiran Vilas and their families.

Harsha and Dennis - December 08, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

To Dr. Patwardhan's dear family,
My deepest sympathy goes out to you. Dr. Patwardhan was so kind, humble, and
devoted. Thank you for sharing him with all of us. He will be dearly missed. (In clinic
he was dearly missed already.) Sending prayers your way for strength and comfort in
the days to come.

Sarah Youngstrom - December 08, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

We are deeply saddened by the sudden demise of our dear friend, Rashmi. We will
remember him forever as a warm and charming person always eager to help. RIP.
Our heartfelt condolences to Neena and the family. With a warm hug,

Rajeev and Ranjana Mundhe - December 08, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

I was so saddened to hear of Rashmi's passing. I considered him a good friend and
valued colleague since my residency days at St. Vincent's. I will be making a
donation in his name to Doctors Without Borders. I will always be richer for having
known him.

Dr. Susan Moran - December 08, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Rashmi was a great Doctor and very good person. He was very into sports and at
any get together he walked over, greeted you and asked 'how are things' ? We will
miss him. Please accept our condolence.
Ram, Shashi Prabhu

Ram & Shashi Prabhu - December 08, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Rashmi
We will miss your smile and your presence in our community and life. You were a
beacon amongst physicians, friends and mentors. rest in peace. Our heartfelt
condolences to Neena and family
Smita and Raju BG Parulkar

Raju and Smita - December 08, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to all of the family and friends. He was the most caring Dr and
person I have ever met. He took such pride in his work and family. He will be greatly
missed. Thx for taking such good care of me over the years....

Michaela Oberg - December 08, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

My deepest condolences to Dr. Patwardhans family. I am so saddened to hear of his
loss. We worked together in the GI clinic, and in our short time working together he
quickly became a friend, mentor, and teacher. I will forever be grateful for the
knowledge and encouragement he gave me. He was a kind and gentle soul, a
thorough, and caring physician. His patients loved him. He spoke of his family so
highly. I will miss him tremendously.
Marietta Kenyan

Marietta Kenyan - December 08, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Deepest sympathies to the Patwardhan Family. Rashmi and I studied together at
GSMC and kept each other going through tough times. He will be missed by all.

Joaquim L. Noronha, MD - December 08, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Neena and family,
Arvind and I are deeply saddened by your loss. I cannot even begin to imagine the
gravity of it. Please know that we are there for you, not just in words but in deed. I
owe my good health to Rashmi, will never forget his warm smile. Thinking of you in
prayer. Om Shaanti!

NALINI GOYAL - December 08, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Neena: Rashmi was such a lovely man and I am so sorry for your loss. Sending
you much love, light and peace. Amanda

Amanda Graves - December 08, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

neena
my heart breaks for you and your family. I am so sorry for your loss.
sue patrick

sue patrick - December 08, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

I'm am so saddened to hear about Dr Patwardhens passing. I enjoyed working with
him he was a great doctor who will be greatly missed. My deepest condolences to his
family.

Kim morse - December 08, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Rashmi was a wonderful teacher with a keen intellect but most of all he was a warm
and caring man who truly looked out for all the residents at St Vs. I will always
remember his smiling face. My deepest condolences to his family. RIP Rashmi. You
will be dearly missed.

Shyla Shrinath - December 08, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

I was fortunate to be one of Dr. Patwardhan's GI fellows.
He was a wonderful physician, teacher, and "uncle."
He always made me feel supported and at ease, even in the most stressful
situations.
Every year, even after I graduated, he would text me on my birthday.
I am so saddened by his passing. He and his loving family are in my prayers.

Carmi Punzalan - December 07, 2017 at 12:00 AM

