Robert J. (Bob) Colon PhD
November 11, 1944 - May 5, 2020

HOLDEN/INDIANA – Robert J. (Bob) Colon, PhD, 75, beloved husband of Bonnie
(Amundson) Colon, passed away peacefully on Tuesday, May 5, 2020, at Tatnuck Park in
Worcester. Born in Cedar Rapids and raised in Mt. Vernon, IA, he was a son of John and
Helen (Emerson) Colon. He graduated from Mt. Vernon High School in 1962. He married
Paula Thomson in Mt. Vernon in 1966 and they had one daughter, Cara.
Robert received his bachelor’s degree, and went on to pursue his master’s and doctorate
all at the University of Iowa. He married Bonnie in 1989 in Fargo, ND, and in 1990 they
moved to Indiana where Professor Colon began his tenure at Purdue University where he
was a dedicated educator from 1990 to 2015 and served as Head of the Department of
Graduate Studies in Education for 10 years.
In 2018 Robert and Bonnie relocated to Holden to be near their family and became
members of Immanuel Lutheran Church. While teaching was always his true passion, in
his spare time he was an avid reader. He also enjoyed music, loved singing Barbershop
and was a member of his church choir. For years to come his family and friends will be
reminded of him when they hear the whistle of a happy tune.
He will be lovingly missed and remembered by his wife of 30 years, Bonnie; his three
daughters, Cara Colon and her fiancé, Troy Stille of Woodward, IA, Lisa Lance and her
husband, Brandon Arvesen, of Baltimore, MD and Katie Stukowski and her husband, Mark
of Holden; a brother, Douglas Colon and his wife, Nancy Ryan of Melbourne, Australia;
and three grandchildren, Adam, Jonathan and Jaime Stukowski.
A celebration of Robert’s life will be held at a later date in Iowa when it is safe to gather.
Memorial donations may be made to the Alzheimer’s Association, 309 Waverly Oaks
Road, Waltham, MA 02452 or to Brookhaven Hospice, 114 Turnpike Road, Suite 206,
Westborough, MA 01581. Funeral arrangements are under the care of Miles Funeral
Home, 1158 Main Street, Holden.

To share a memory or offer a condolence please visit "The Tribute Wall."

Comments

“

Please excuse this late note. Harriet and I were saddened to learn of Bob's passing.
We were informed of this by my sister Rachel Miller, who lives in the DC area. She in
turn learned about it from a mutual Mt. Vernon friend who currently lives in CA and
still receives the Mt. Vernon newspaper.
The obituary was so very well written. It reflected Bob's life and the accomplishments
of a good man. He certainly accomplished a great deal in the education area and
was truly a dedicated professional educator.
Bob made his mark as a teacher in the Cedar Rapids school system. He was also
known for his Barbershop singing involvement. We were able to attend some of the
enjoyable shows while Bob was teaching in Cedar Rapids.
I believe Bob's good life began when he married Bonnie and into her family. May
God Bless and heal you and your family. I know you will have a lot of good
memories.
Sincerely,
Bill Yeisley (Bob's cousin)

Bill Yeisley - June 13 at 03:43 PM

“

Dr. Colon was so much more than a Professor. I remember the first time I met Dr.
Colon in class. From the first day I could tell that he lived and loved with great
purpose. Bonnie and the girls were the lights of his life. He loved them greatly and
talked about you all, all of the time! I loved it. His work in education was definitely a
passion, not just a job. I will forever cherish his guidance and wisdom. He was my
mentor and friend. I am thankful to have shared time with him on this journey. My
love and prayers are with you all.

Cynthia Trevino - May 08 at 09:06 AM

“

Bonnie and family So very sorry for your loss.
Mary Ann Cicio

mary ann - May 07 at 11:56 AM

“

Dr. Colon remains one of my favorite professors. I learned so much from him
regarding educational leadership and still quote him to this day. He will be greatly
missed, but know he truly made a difference in this world. Prayers to the entire
family.

Brandie Muha - May 06 at 05:42 PM

“

The world lost a great and powerful soul that was Bob Colon. He was one of my life’s
greatest friends and mentors, and I will always cherish our great times we enjoyed
while working as colleagues at Purdue. While I fight back tears I can’t help but smile
as I remember him saying with a twinkle in his eye, “You know Frampton, I really
don’t like you!” Well, Bob, just know I really liked you

Pam Frampton - May 06 at 03:25 PM

“

Amen Dr. Frampton! -Cynthia
Cynthia - May 08 at 09:00 AM

“

Bonnie and Family, I just learned of Bob’s passing. It stirred memories of both the
crazy and fun times he and I shared as teachers and college administrative
colleagues as well as the really serious and difficult situations we had to deal with.
You can recall them I’m sure. Getting to know you as a professional colleague in our
School was a joy. You and Bob gave so much in service to the university and our
students in counseling and school administration. IBoth his students and colleagues (
I among them) appreciated his candor and deep concern for their success and the
success of the Grad department and the School.
Bob’s skill in teaching and leadership in administrative positions will live on in the
lives of students he taught and counseled. He had a profound impact on graduate
programs in the College of Education at Purdue University Northwest. Present
programs still show the success of his leadership. He left his part of this world much
better than he found it.
When you are ready, I would like to reconnect with you and reminisce about those
days. May God’s grace and love be with you in this difficult time. I pray that healing
and refreshing will come to your spirit as God’s love and the kind words and actions
of friends and family work healing in you.
With sympathy and love,
Bob Rivers
Professor Emeritus of Science and Technology Education
Purdue University Northwest
Hammond, IN

Bob Rivera - May 06 at 03:03 PM

“

“

Beautifully said Dr. Rivers.
Cynthia - May 08 at 09:07 AM

Dr. Colon cared and believed in me as a student. He provided positive feedback and
always was willing to help. He will truly be missed. I will always remember him.
Dr. Sharon Johnson-Shirley superintendent Lake Ridge New Tech Schools

Dr. Sharon Johnson Shirley - May 06 at 01:18 PM

