Robert Smiley
September 4, 1933 - February 16, 2019

STERLING – Robert Smiley, 85, passed away peacefully Saturday, February 16, 2019
under the loving care of his family and the compassionate and caring staff at Overlook
Masonic Home in Charlton. Born and raised in Sterling, Bob was the son Raymond and
Katherine (Fox) Smiley and lived there his entire life. His wife of 10 years, Susan (Howell)
Smiley died in 2011. His first wife of 35 years, Shirley (Peters) Smiley died in 1996.
Bob graduated from South High School in 1951. With a keen interest in agriculture, Bob
attended and graduated from Stockbridge College of Agriculture at the University of
Massachusetts in Amherst where he received both a bachelor and master degrees in
Agriculture. After graduating college, Bob served his country in the United States Air Force
for several years being honorably discharged in 1962 as a Lieutenant.
As a young man, Bob worked at his family’s apple orchard, Sterling Orchards, located in
Sterling. He later owned and operated the orchard with his wife, Shirley and opened the
Sterling Orchard’s Bed & Breakfast until her passing in 1996. Bob’s full time career was of
over 30 years was working as the 4-H Agent for the Worcester County Extension
Services.
He was a member of The First Church in Sterling and served as a deacon.
Bob served on the Sterling Finance Committee and was a long lifetime
member of the Trinity Lodge of Masons in Clinton and the Sterling Grange. Bob was
passionate about educating interested young adults about horticulture. He was a state
sponsor for deserving candidates to take part in the National Junior Horticultural
Association.
Bob was your typical New England-grown Yankee that predicated his life on hard work,
strong faith and devotion to his family and God, and unwavering patriotism to his country.
He will be remembered as a great dad and grandpa and enjoyed traveling in his spare
time.

He will be affectionately remembered and missed by his daughter, Heather Smiley and her
husband, Tony Papandrea of Sterling; his son, Robert I. Smiley of St. Augustine, Florida; a
brother, Malcolm Smiley of Sterling; three grandchildren, Julia and Anthony Papandrea
and Amethyst Smiley; many nieces and nephews including Suzanne, David and Douglas
Smiley with whom he spent a great deal of time with at the orchard. Besides his parents,
Bob is predeceased by a sister, Eleanor.
Relatives and friends are invited to visit with Bob’s family from 5 to 7 p.m. on Wednesday,
February 20, at Miles-Sterling Funeral and Tribute Center, 100 Worcester Rd., Sterling. A
funeral service honoring Bob’s life will be celebrated at 11 a.m. on Thursday, February 21
at The First Church in Sterling, 6 Meeting House Hill Rd., Sterling. Interment will be held
privately in the spring at Hillside Cemetery in Sterling. In lieu of flowers, memorial
donations may be made in Bob’s name to The First Church in Sterling, 6 Meeting House
Hill Rd., Sterling, MA 01564.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Miles Funeral Home - February 20 at 02:10 PM

“

Bob was a wonderful friend and a man to be looked up to. He spent a long and
successful career helping the 4-H young people of Worcester County fulfill their
dreams in Horticulture and many related fields. The ready smile and encouraging
word were his trademark.
Bob will be missed by all whose lives he touched.
As always,
Cindy & Orrie Mason
Jefferson

Cindy Mason - February 21 at 12:29 PM

“

I can never thank Bob enough for giving me my first summer jobs at Camp Marshall,
a place that cemented my love of teaching and working with children. I loved
teaching swimming lessons there, and I appreciate his belief in me to hire me, first as
a CIT, and onward for many years. He was a good man and his dedication to 4-H
and the Extension Service is remarkable. Thank you for making so many lives better.

Martha Gracey - February 21 at 08:21 AM

“

The Camp Marshall Staff and Board of Directors purchased the Sweet Tranquility
Basket for the family of Robert Smiley.

The Camp Marshall Staff and Board of Directors - February 19 at 08:18 AM

“

We are saddened to hear of Robert's passing. His first wife, Shirley, taught me at
Houghton School, and I have never forgotten what a wonderful person she was. May
God welcome Robert into heaven, and may He comfort all who love Robert and the
Smiley family. Steve & MarySandra Foster, Friendswood, Texas

Steve Foster - February 18 at 03:09 PM

“

Bob was my mentor when I was in college and served as an intern for the Worcester
County 4-H Program. He took me under his wing and taught me all the little details
that I needed to know about 4-H, the key volunteers and programs. I am so thankful
for the wonderful start that he gave me for what ended up being my life’s profession.
He was a great teacher and his enthusiasm for 4-H and for Camp Marshall were
unwavering.

Lorraine Kiritsis - February 18 at 11:29 AM

“

I remember Bob today as one of the reasons I returned to Trinity Lodge and Free
Masonry. If it had not been for Bro. Smiley and Wor. Paul Stevenson I would have
missed out on several years of rewarding friendships. I thank you again Brother for
enlightening my life further. Congratulations for preforming your duties with
professionalism and kindness for the brothers of Trinity Lodge.
Dale Prentiss
Alva, FL.

Dale Prentiss - February 18 at 09:05 AM

