Therese A. Gusha
July 4, 1925 - February 13, 2019

HOLDEN - Therese Antoinette (Girard) Gusha passed away peacefully at home with her
beloved eight children by her side on Wednesday, February 13, 2019. “Meme” as she was
called, celebrated Independence Day 93 times having been born on the 4th of July in the
town of Sanford, Maine. She was the eleventh of fifteen children born to Adelia (LaLiberte)
and Hormidas Girard. The family later moved to Massachusetts and it was here that she
met the love of her life, Ligor “Lee” Gusha. They enjoyed 60 years of marriage until Lee’s
passing in 2008.
Therese leaves behind eight children, Gregory Gusha of Brentwood, California, Audrey
Durell and her husband, Michael of Sharpsburg, Georgia, Margaret Mancini and her
husband, Dr. John Mancini of North Venice, Florida, James Gusha and his wife, Marcia of
Rutland, Alice Persico of Oxford, Dr. John Gusha and his wife, Cathy of Holden, Nancy
Garner and her husband, Brian Garner, Esq. of Sandwich, and Catherine Stoneham and
her husband, Charles of Holden. She was Meme to 25 grandchildren and 29 greatgrandchildren. She also leaves her sisters, Gloria Lundy of Shrewsbury and Doris
MacManus of Burlington; and her best friend, Mary (Metterville) Dipilato of Holden, who
was responsible for introducing Therese and Lee. Therese was also preceded in death by
six brothers and six sisters.
Therese was a consummate seamstress, opening her own business “Terry’s Custom
Draperies” while raising her large family. She worked tirelessly providing beautiful
draperies and bedspreads for a number of local interior designers. Her work was flawless
and has graced many a home, office, and church throughout the area and beyond.
Therese’s work also adorns St. Joseph’s Abby in Spencer
Therese and Lee welcomed many extended family members to live with them through life
transitions, including Lored Asllani, who has been part of the family since arriving from
Albania at age 14. Their door was open in all circumstances. Everyone touched by their
generosity continues to thank them to this day.

Her family knows that no tribute will ever capture who Therese was and what she meant
to others. Simply put, Meme was the best. Always optimistic, happy, a pleasure to be with,
a confidant when needed. She was truly a bright light in this world and is missed by all.
The family would like to thank all of the private help who assisted us with Meme this past
year as well as the staff of Summit Eldercare for the wonderful services provided.
Relatives and friends are invited to visit with Therese's family from 3 - 6 pm at Miles
Funeral Home, 1158 Main St., Holden on Sunday, February 17. A Mass of Christian Burial
will be celebrated at 10 am on Monday, February 18 at St. George Church, 38 Brattle St.,
Worcester, with burial to follow in Hope Cemetery, 119A Webster St., Worcester. Memorial
donations may be made to St. George Church, 40 Brattle St., Worcester, MA 01606.
To share a memory or offer an online condolence, please visit her tribute wall.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Miles Funeral Home - February 19 at 08:38 AM

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Therese A. Gusha.

February 21 at 11:10 AM

“

Nothing, absolutely NOTHING, was more fun than playing "pitch" with the aunts. I've
been up here in New Hampshire for 21 years now, and I would do my very best to
get to these card games. There was always laughter, food, and of course wine,
shared at these card games. When we started out YEARS ago, it'd be at Aunt Lu's
house. Then Aunt Gert's home seemed to be the locale. THEN Aunt Gloria's home
was the venue. As we lost our beloved Aunts Julie, Bea, Marie-Paule, Lu, Gert, and
now Therese, we are reminded that those fun times playing cards with the Aunts
were some of the most fun we could ever have had! As time went on, there became
a set of the 4 Aces that always made their way to the table. This was so that
everyone would know what "trump" was. And sometimes that wasn't enough
because SOMEBODY had to remember to change the "trump ace" to what suit
actually WAS MADE trump. Aunt Therese might throw an improper card, much to the
chagrin of her partners, and she'd quickly try to pick up the offending card and put it
back to her hand. She would giggle, and the we giggled. This just resulted in crazy
laughter that ended up with tears streaming from our eyes! I always felt so lucky to
have been able to spend such special time with family. Janice, Mary, and I, to a
lesser extent, tried to be there as often as possible. Sometimes we'd see Cathy
Stoneham or Alice Persico. No matter what, it was FABULOUS to be with the aunts.
And I 've always felt blessed to have been a part of this enormous, wonderful family!
God's speed, Aunt Therese! I know you'll be happy to see Uncle Lee again, and

Marie-Paule again, just as SHE will be thrilled to see you!
To the Gusha family, may your sadness be tempered by all the wonderful stories, the
memories, and the love that you've all shared as the awesome Gusha family. And
how very blessed are we all to have been part of this enormous Girard Family. We
now have another angel in Heaven that can pray for us.
I'm sorry I couldn't be there.
Much Love to ALL,
Cousin Jean (Lavin) Ferreira
Cousin Jean - February 18 at 08:56 AM

“

Sweet Tenderness was purchased for the family of Therese A. Gusha.

February 16 at 12:28 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Therese A. Gusha.

February 16 at 09:36 AM

“

John, with prayers and my deepest sympathy.....Mark Doherty Sr

Mark - February 15 at 02:16 PM

“

My memories of Aunt Therese and Uncle Lee were special. It began on Cutler St. in
Worcester. After their marriage, they moved into the attic above us. Loved going up
there to watch Lee carve blocks of wood into works of art. As a 13 year old, I was
fortunate to spend summer Saturday’s with Aunt Threse who fed me, and Uncle Lee

who taught me the art of woodworking. Lee’s guidance in those early days got me
into trade school in his trade of pattern making. Lee’s tutoring gave me direction,
which I certainly needed. His efforts helped me to be quite successful in my working
life. Aunt Therese was simply very special to me then and now. Her sense of humor
was priceless. She would see my wife Janet, and call her Karen, and then laugh.
Then when she saw Karen, she called her Janet and laugh. Aunt Therese was a
jewel, and one of two wonderful twins! RIP Aunt Therese. Bill Letourneau
Bill Letourneu - February 14 at 08:41 PM

“

I know I can speak for whole Creelman Family by saying how sad we all are to here of the
passing of "Mrs. Gusha". She was a second mother to all us neighborhood kids, along with
many . We were all welcome at your house, and she always greeted us with a smile and a
laugh that was so infectious!
Lorna "Creelman" Dickman - February 17 at 06:37 PM

