Warren G. Gardner
December 29, 1927 - August 1, 2017

HOLDEN – Warren G. Gardner, 89, of Jefferson, passed away peacefully on Tuesday,
August 1, 2017, in the home that he built with the help of family and friends. His immediate
family, with the help of hospice care, saw him off to his next journey. Born and raised in
Holden, Warren was the son of Gerald B. and Ruth M. (Southwick) Gardner and lived here
all of his life. Warren graduated from Holden High School in 1946 and honorably served
his country in the U.S. Marine Corps. After returning home, he attended Franklin Technical
Automotive School. He married the love of his life Gloria L. Davis on April 19, 1952 at the
First Baptist Church of Holden. Warren worked as a mechanic at Chaffin’s Garage in
Holden and later for the Wesolowski brothers at Jefferson Service Station. In 1971,
Warren and his wife Gloria bought the Jefferson Service Station which they operated for
46 years with the assistance of their sons. The service station continues to be operated
by three of his sons. Warren loved fixing anything that was broken or didn’t work. He built
his own tractor to haul logs and snow-blow the driveway. He was a motorcycle enthusiast
and owned several throughout his lifetime including an Indian and Ariel, which he
considered his favorites. Warren also enjoyed attending antique engine shows throughout
New England. He cut his own lumber to build anything he wanted; be it a shed, school
desk, cedar chest, wooden vase or kitchen cabinets…he made it all. Warren could be
found puttering around the house or working in his garden. Most of all, he loved family
cookouts with all that homemade food. Oh!…and don’t forget those summertime Lobster
Rolls. He will be affectionately remembered by his beloved wife of 65 years, Gloria L.
(Davis) Gardner; four sons, Warren “Jerry” G. Gardner of Shrewsbury, Vermont, John E.
Gardner and his wife, Brenda of Hubbardston, Paul A. Gardner of Barre and his wife,
Paula of Worcester and David M. Gardner and his wife, Lauren of Hardwick; a brother,
Allan Gardner of Holden; a sister, Shirley Dickman of Jefferson; 10 grandchildren; 10 great
grandchildren Relatives and friends are invited to visit with Warren’s family from 11 am to
1 pm on Monday, August 7, at the Miles Funeral Home, 1158 Main St., Holden, followed
by a service of remembrance at 1 pm. Interment will follow at Grove Cemetery in Holden.
Memorial contributions may be made to JHC Hospice, 629 Salisbury Street, Worcester,
MA 01609. To share a memory or offer a condolence, please visit our "Guest Book" on this
page.
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Comments

“

Sorry to learn of your loss. Uncle Warren had a full and happy life! We will miss him
dearly. He took great care of Gloria in her need. I'm sorry to say we won't be able to
attend the services to honor his life and offer our condolences, we are away on
vacation. We will see you soon though.
Love to you all
Jeanne and Don Malone

Jeanne Malone - August 04, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Gloria, Dave, Paul, John, Jerry, and family,
Warren was one of the nicest people I have ever met. It was a privilege to know him,
and even more of an honor to be a part of his family. I still have the cedar chest he
built for me- he was such a skilled carpenter. I will cherish it always. He always had a
smile on his face, and if you came into the station, he'd always offer a peanut butter
cracker. He was always there for everyone- always lending a helping hand.
I also remember and loved celebrating the holidays at his and Gloria's home. He was
always so welcoming and we always had a good time. I remember his fondness for
antique engines. He used to take my son, Corey, to the engine shows. They had
such great times. You were so good to my children, and we will never forget it. We
love you and miss you.
God bless you, Warren, and I know we'll meet again. God bless you all.
Love always,
Michele

Michele Lisee - August 03, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Alicia and family,
I am so sorry for your loss. My prayers go out to you and your family during these
sad days. Please take care of yourself and know that I am thinking of you....

Barbara (Pavao) Smith - August 03, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

My Grandfather definitely positively impacted everyone that had a chance to know
him throughout his life. He worked hard for everything he owns and you could see
how proud he was of the life he created for himself. He was always there to crack a
joke to ya just to make sure you were smiling. Nothing could stop this great man from
doing his work and projects, he just kept on going and I look up to his determination
so much. All my cousins, aunts, uncles and especially my Grammy absolutely loved
Grampy, he did anything for his family and friends and we need more humans like
him in this world. I will miss you everyday. I know you lived a long great life and I
hope you arrived to heaven with the biggest most buttery lobster roll of all! See you
one day again Grampy! We all love you, never forget that!

Kellie Gardner - August 03, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

I was honored to know Warren when I was at Wachusett Regional HS in the late
1960's. My dad was a regular customer at the Jefferson Service Station and I came
to know Warren through my Dad. I appreciated Warren's quite ways, pleasant
demeanor with the world, and mechanical skills and competence as he occasionally
would fix things on our cars that we could not. Even though I was only a casual
acquaintance, I would occasionally think back to Warren. Know that his influence
was wider than one might be aware as he was a positive influence on me as a young
man and I suspect many others.

My thoughts and prayers go with your family.

Frank Hatstat
Frank Hatstat - August 02, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

David and family,
What an amazing man your father was!!! His absence from this world, will be felt by
all that knew him. My thoughts and prayers are with you all at this time! Please find
peace and joy in the dear memories of the times you had together. There is sadness
here with us, but a celebration in heaven for Gods newest angel!! Sending love
across the many miles that separate me for you all.
Robin.

Robin Warner-Holmen - August 02, 2017 at 12:00 AM

