William N. Johns
January 10, 1932 - June 11, 2020

Bill's graveside committal service will be live streamed from Hope Cemetery on Tuesday,
June 16th at 12:15 pm at this link: http://client.tribucast.com/tcid/4041066
HOLDEN - William N. Johns, 88, passed away on Thursday, June 11, 2020. Born in
Korce, Albania, Bill was a son of the late Nickolas and Olimbia (Floqui) Johns lived in
Holden for many years.
Bill’s love beyond his family, was for his church, St. Mary’s Assumption Albanian Orthodox
Church in Worcester. He was a life-long member of St. Mary’s; serving as the President
and Chairman of its Board of Directors (now Parish Council) for 4 terms. Additionally, Bill
was Chairman for fund Raising for St. Mary’s Assumption Albanian Orthodox Church,
Chairman of the Land and Building Committee, and also served as Chairman of the
following committees at St. Mary’s – its Bell Tower Committee, its Sunday school
extension committee, its Icon Committee, and Chairman of the Albanian Festival on 3
occasions and co-chairman of the Albanian Festival 6. He also served as Chairman for the
fund drive for the building of the Illyrian Gardens, a residence for the elderly located
directly behind the Church. He also received a Life-Time Achievement Award from the
Albanian-American National Organization.
Bill received from the Albanian Orthodox Archdiocese in American its most prestigious
KNIGHT OF ST. GEORGE Medal from Archbishop Theodosius for his devotion and
commitment to St. Mary’s Assumption Albanian Orthodox Church and his Albanian
Heritage and was the recipient of the Anthony Athanas Albanian American Community
Award for outstanding service to the Albanian-American Community of Massachusetts.
Bill was the owner of several restaurants in Worcester; the most recent Coes Cafe. He
was a member of the South Worcester Kiwanis Club, and a member of the Democratic
Committee of Holden. Bill was also recognized for his devotion and commitment to the
organization in support of Christians and Jews.

Bill served his country as a member of the United States Army having served in Austria,
after which he was a member of the VFW in Worcester. Bill’s wife of 55 years, Loretta A
(Steffon) Johns died in 2012. He leaves a son, Mark R. and his wife, Julie A. Johns; 2
daughters, Karen A. and her husband, Howard S. Dono, and Sandra K. and her husband,
Mark A. Dionis; 4 grandsons, Koli L. and Torin M. Johns, Jason H. Dono and his fiancé,
Christina Fitton, Zachary W. Dionis; and 5 granddaughters, Willow D. and Skyler K. Johns,
Kristin A and Natasha N. Dono, and Sydney K. Dionis; a brother, Andrew N. and his wife,
Sandra Johns. A brother, Christy N. Johns predeceased him.
Relatives and friends are invited to honor Bill and to pay their respects from 5:00-7:00PM
on Monday, June 15, 2020 at St. Mary’s Assumption Albanian Orthodox Church, 535
Salisbury Street, Worcester. Appropriate face coverings must be worn at all times when in
the Church and social distancing must be honored. As a requirement, there will be no
conversations in the church with family and friends during visitation. A private funeral
service will be held on Tuesday, June 16, 2020 in St. Mary’s Assumption Albanian
Orthodox Church with the Rev. Fr. Mark Doku officiating. Burial with full military honors will
follow at approximately 12:15PM in Hope Cemetery, Worcester.
To view proceedings for the burial in Hope Cemetery, please go to Miles Funeral Home’s
web site, click on Bill’s obituary, and click on the link indicated and you may watch the
burial service at Hope Cemetery at approximately 12:15 PM. Furthermore, the burial
service may be viewed at your leisure for 90 days by following the aforementioned
process.
In lieu of flowers, and, if you wish to make a donation in Bill’s memory, contributions may
be made to St. Mary’s Assumption Albanian Orthodox Church Endowment Fund, 535
Salisbury Street, Worcester 01609. Funeral arrangements are under the direction of Philip
G. Haddad, Jr of Miles Funeral Home, 1158 Main Street, Holden. To share a memory or
offer a condolence, please visit www.milesfuneralhome.com.
MAY HIS MEMORY BE ETERNAL
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Comments

“

To The Johns Family:
Joan, myself my Mom & Dad (Bill & Loula Christo) and Sister (Gloria & Garry
Hawkesworth would like to express our deepest sympathies on now to become one
of the
greatest Albanian-American legends that ever was and ever will be. His deep love for
his Albanian heritage was unparalleled. His devotion to his church and all that it
stood for was incredible. What we accomplished as a people was all because of him.
All Albanians near and far whether they realize it or not will have a piece of him
forever. Our success as Albanian Americans was was kept alive by the fire that he
created. St. Mary's Albanian Orthodox Church was that fire. Rest in peace, Bill, your
loving and dignified family will now take over where you left off. Again, our deepest
sorrow.
Tom and The Christo Family

Tom Christo - June 17, 2020 at 06:33 PM

“

I want to send my deepest sympathies to Bill's family. He was a nice man. He was
always friendly to me. He worked so hard for the church God rest his soul. Please
know my thoughts and prayers are with you.
Debbie Blanchard

Deb B - June 15, 2020 at 08:07 AM

“

To the Family
So sorry to hear of the death of Billy. We have fond memories of him and Loretta. We
will remember him in our prayers
Gerry and Pattie Tammi

Gerald Tammi - June 14, 2020 at 05:04 PM

“

Dear Karen,
My deepest sympathy to you and your family on the loss of your Dad.
I will always cherish his visits and conversations we had in my office !
May He rest in Peace !
Malka

Malka Sebag - June 14, 2020 at 04:26 PM

“

Heartfelt and deepest sympathy to Bill’s family.
A great loss to the Worcester community and
St. Mary’s Church. He will be missed by all.
May his memory be eternal. I perjetshim kujtimi ti. God bless.

Dita Kreshpani Katsis - June 13, 2020 at 11:38 PM

“

Karen Mark & Sandy so sorry to learn of your dad’s passing.He was a wonderful man
I loved him dearly I am great full for the years I got to spend working for him& Andy
at the airport They were great bosses and very good to me oh and the fun we had
there. They both took me under their wings and loved to tease me. About a year ago
I was visiting my mom in Worcester and had lunch a Herbie’s low and behold your
dad was at the table next to me, we had some good laughs and a nice walk down
memory lane.
RIP Bill Johns and thanks for the impact you made on my life. With my sincere
condolences. Cheryl Fisher Burton

Cheryl Burton - June 13, 2020 at 05:34 PM

“

Sandy and Family, I am so very sorry for the loss of your Dad and Grandfather. I
know how close you all were. Your family and your Church were very important to
him. If there is anything I can do let me know. My prayers are for you and the family
at this very difficult time.
Jackie Cox

Jackie Cox - June 13, 2020 at 02:49 PM

“

Dear Sandy and Mark, Karen and Howard, Mark and Julie and all of Bill's loving
grandchildren,
We were so saddened to learn of your dad's passing. Like our dad George, he fought
to keep going to the bitter end. Another icon who left us for a better place. May his
memory be eternal and may God bring you all comfort and peace in the days ahead.
With our deepest sympathy and love,
Mary & Mark Baker

Mary A Baker - June 13, 2020 at 12:45 PM

“

I am so sorry to read of the loss of my lifelong friend Bill. We were dear friends
throughout and after high school. I remembering encouraging him in our freshman
year to run for class president which he did and won for 4 years. People loved Bill
and Lorrett too. He will be sorely missed. Because of my poor health I will be unable
to attend his service. Dr. Ursula Shea

Ursula Shea - June 13, 2020 at 11:51 AM

