William Read Lasher, Jr.
June 13, 1942 - December 4, 2021

HOLDEN / UPTON – William Read Lasher, Jr., 79, died peacefully at home on Saturday,
December 4, 2021. He was born in the Bronx, NY, the son of William R. and Tess Lasher
and had lived in Holden for 38 years.
William proudly served in the United States Navy Seabees as a Lieutenant during the
Vietnam War. He also served in the U.S. Navy Reserve as a Lieutenant Commander for
ten years. William married his one true love, Donna J. (Roe) on September 15, 1978. The
couple lived in Holden for 38 years and also had a home at The Villages, Florida for the
last 8 years. More recently they also resided in Upton.
William studied at Columbia University where he earned a Bachelor’s Degree in
Engineering and a Master’s Degree in Business Administration. He went on to earn a PhD
in Economics from Southern Methodist University and a Law Degree from New England
School of Law. William was a CPA and worked in Corporate Finance for twenty years. He
also served as a Professor at Nichols College for 26 years and had a private law practice,
specializing in divorce mediation for several years. He was an avid scholar and had a
passion for fitness and weightlifting.
William is survived by his beloved wife of 43 years, Donna J. (Roe) Lasher; his daughter,
Amanda N. Ross and her husband, Patrick of Hopkinton; his step-son, Brad A. Cornwall
and his wife, Lisa of Norwell; and his grandchildren, Jacob B. Cornwall, Declan, Griffin,
Keegan and Madigan Ross.
Relatives and friends are invited to attend a Memorial Service at 10 a.m. on Tuesday,
December 14, 2021 at St. Francis Episcopal Church, 70 Highland Street, Holden. Burial
will be private. In lieu of flowers donations may be sent to Veteran’s Inc., 69 Grove St.,
Worcester, MA 01605. Funeral arrangements are under the care of Miles Funeral Home,
1158 Main St., Holden.
To share a memory or offer a condolence please visit "The Tribute Wall."
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Comments

“

I was the Finance Editor at South-Western Publishing from 1997-2000. I was a
young man of 31 back then. I first met Bill over the phone, and then a few months
later I met him and Donna in-person when they flew in to our sales meeting so Bill
could discuss his book with our salesforce. I picked them up at the airport. Our
connection, upon meeting in-person, was INSTANT. I felt an immediate rapport --almost as though we were family. I rationalized that it must have been that we both
had some Polish blood in us.
I had the great fortune of being able to have very long, expense account dinners at
fine restaurants with Bill and Donna, and more than once I had the pleasure of their
hospitality as a guest in their home. Whether at their home, or out on one of our 3hour dinners, all I remember is great, fun, warm times with very good friends, and
lots of laughter. We had a ball together. And, boy, it was great to be with people who
really appreciated great food.
It was beautiful, and inspiring, to see Bill and Donna together as a couple. They each
clearly chose the right person to be with --- they clearly loved each other deeply, and
genuinely enjoyed each other's company. And they could have a sense of humor
about each other. I considered them to be very special people.
I believe my last communication with Bill was in about 2006. And this morning I just
had a thought, all these years later, that I would try to get in touch with him. So I
searched his name, and, sadly, found this obituary. I missed him by a month.
If you're looking down, Bill, know that I really treasure the time I was able to spend
with you and Donna. And I had the greatest respect for you. I thought of you often
throughout these years.
Donna, if you eventually see this note I am very sorry for your loss. I hope you will
email me at MercierBradleyMichael@hotmail.com.
- Mike Mercier, Cincinnati, OH

Michael Mercier - January 20 at 05:44 PM

“

Donna, Amanda and the Lasher family,
It seems like just yesterday that Bill and Donna made their way across country to the
town of Dudley in central Massachusetts, home of Nichols College. Bill brought his
business knowledge and acumen and scholarly abilities to the academic program at
Nichols. And what a successful career he had: Professor and faculty expert in
finance, published author of a widely acclaimed college text that brought credit to him
and the College, and chair of the Curriculum Committee for many years. All this was
achieved while Bill earned a law degree to accompany his impressive academic
credentials. Bill was acknowledged by all as an intellectual leader among us. Beyond
that Bill, and Donna, were mainstays of Nichols Faculty social life adding much to our
close knit community.
Bill will be remembered with respect and fondness.
We are deeply sorry for your loss, Ed and Sarajane Warren, Dudley MA.

Edward Warren - December 14, 2021 at 09:34 AM

“

Dear Donna and family, sorry to hear about Bill's death. You are in our thoughts and
prayers. Sending you big hugs from Jackie and Rich Valle.

Jackie Valle - December 13, 2021 at 04:20 PM

“

Our thoughts and condolences are with the Lasher family and extensions of the
Lasher family. Xo

Ally Marsh - December 13, 2021 at 09:25 AM

“

My deepest condolences go out to the Lasher Family on the loss of a great scholar
and colleague. I first met Bill at Nichols College where I am an Adjunct Professor of
Finance. Bill asked me to teach a few of his day classes so he could dedicate his
time to writing his new Finance textbook. I reluctantly agreed. Bill picked up on my
hesitation and basically told me not worry about the class or students. The class was
on a Friday at 8AM so most of the students will be sleeping anyway.
It was that type of dry humor that I will never forget about Bill.
Rest in Peace Bill.
Chris Girardin

Chris Girardin - December 12, 2021 at 11:40 AM

“

Donna, Mandy, Brad and family. So sorry to hear about Bills passing. Keith and I will
be watching the service on Tuesday from FL.
Our thoughts are with you all. Hugs

Gail Coffey - December 11, 2021 at 12:06 PM

